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NOTICE! 
All future MSA meetings 

will be on the second 
Thursday of the month, 

September through June 

www.mineralogicalsocietyarizona.org 

Raff le Minera l Featured a t 
November 10, 2011, Meet ing 

SMITHSONITE 
San Antonio Mine, Chihuahua, Mexico 

The pictured mineral was donated by Dr. 

Raymond Grant for the monthly club mineral 
raffle. The pictured price tag reflects the 

amount before it was donated. 
 

Lois Splendoria 

Upcoming Program 
November 10, 2011 - 7:00 p.m. 

GOLD DEPOSITS 

Herb Jacobson will present a 

program on sources of gold, 
deposition of gold, types of gold 
deposits, and how to look for gold 
deposits  
 
He is a retired mining geologist 

with over 40 years experience in 
looking for  gold deposits, 
copper, iron, and molybdenum, in 
many countries, including Latin 
America from Mexico to Argentina. 
 

Betty Deming 
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STATE FAIR AWARDS 

 

Fred LaBahn Memorial Award 

Jeff Langland 
 

Marc Watson Memorial Award 

Barbara Amato 

MSA DISPLAY CASES 

 

GREAT BUY! 
 

PRICE: 

$10 EACH - MSA MEMBERS 
$15 EACH - NON-MEMBERS 

 
CONTACT: 
Ed Nichols 

(480) 636-1251 
epidote555@yahoo.com 

Please see Betty Deming, the treasurer, at 

the meeting or send to her address.   
 

2922 W. Claremont St. 
Phoenix, AZ  85017 

 
Dues Rates:  

 
Families & Couples: $20.00 

Single Adults: $12.00 

Juniors (under 18 yrs):  $2.50 
Life Members: (Club Member 25 yrs.):  

No Charge 

Betty Deming putting in the 
MSA case at the State Fair 
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A R I Z O N A  

M I N E R A L  

C O L L E C T O R 
NUMBER 142 

By Dr. Raymond Grant 

An interesting Arizona mine is the Hull mine in the Castle Dome 
area of Yuma County. The Hull mine was worked in the early 1980’s 

when the price of silver was up to $50 an ounce. The company working 
there put in a large tunnel with a gradual slope to the lower levels so 
that they could drive trucks down into the mine. When the price of 
silver collapsed, they stopped work. There was a watchman, Doug, and 
he was at the Hull for a while after they closed, but he soon moved over 
to be the watchman at the Red Cloud, and as far as I know, the Hull 
mine has been open to collecting since then.  

The first time I was in the mine after the large tunnel was open, 
there was a good pocket of cerussite. I collected some specimens and 
planned to return later. By the time I got back, someone else had 
cleaned out the pocket. There was a lot of galena showing and a friend 
drove his pickup truck down into the mine and loaded up several 
hundred pounds of galena to sell. You could find fluorite in the mine, 
and it was dark blue, almost black. In the dumps the fluorite is gray to 
pale pink, and eventually it clicked in my brain that the color changed 
in the sunlight. So a few experiments with the dark specimens in the 
sun showed that they changed color in a matter of days. I kept a few of 
the dark ones out of the light and they are still dark 20 plus years 
later. The other interesting mineral in the Hull was wulfenite that 
formed small, almost cubic looking orange crystals. 

There was a small tunnel that led from the Hull to the Rialto mine 
(part of the Castle Dome mine group) that had a timbered shaft and 
really good ladders. I think there was good collecting potential there, 
but soon after the miners left, someone set the Rialto shaft on fire and 
it is not possible to get there now. I’m not sure why people have to set 
things on fire, but it seems to happen a lot at old mine sites. 
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C O A L I T I O N  F I E L D  T R IC O A L I T I O N  F I E L D  T R IC O A L I T I O N  F I E L D  T R I PPP   

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 12 

Rockhounds West will lead the Coalition  trip on Saturday, 
November 12.  We will look for jasper—red, yellow, 
and  green.  
   
Meet at 9 o’clock on Table Mesa Road, Exit 236 from 
Highway I-17.  The exit is between New River and Black 
Canyon City.  At the west end of the overpass above I-17, 
turn north on the “frontage road” and follow it as it 
veers north west. The meeting spot is about half a mile 
from I-17.  There are no restrooms.   
   
There are gravel pits in this area.  Be careful to park off 
the road because the gravel trucks are bigger than 
your car (and go faster too)!!!  
   
The road to the collecting site is about 4 miles of well-
graded, gravel & dirt, some “washboard.” It is 
passable for a passenger car.  
   
Questions:  Call Nancy Woods, 623-214-9045  or email, 
zzwoods@cox.net. 
   
Hope you can join  us.      Nancy  

tel:623-214-9045
mailto:zzwoods@cox.net
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9:00 - 11:00 A.M.  

  

11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.  

  

1:00 - 3:00 P.M.  

  

3:00 - 5:00 P.M.  

  

FRIDAY, JANUARY 6 

WANTED! - MSA Booth Volunteers 
Flagg Gem and Minera l Show 
January 6, 7, & 8, 2012 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 7 

9:00 - 11:00 A.M.  

  

11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.  

  

1:00 - 3:00 P.M.  

  

3:00 - 5:00 P.M.  

  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8 

9:00 - 11:00 A.M.  

  

11:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.  

  

1:00 - 3:00 P.M.  

  

3:00 - 5:00 P.M.  

  

The MSA will once again participate in the 

Flagg Gem and Mineral Show scheduled for 
January 6 through 8, 2012, and will be 

hosting a booth where we will have our 
Rock Roulette Wheel. Volunteers are needed 

to man the booth for two-hour shifts, 
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
There will be a signup sheet at the 

November and December 2011 meetings.   
 

If you would like to volunteer, please 
contact one of the following people:  
 

Roger Deming 
Rogersweeps@yahoo.com 

(480) 633-0731 
 

Ed Nichols 
epidote555@yahoo.com 
(480) 636-1251 

 
Bob Holm 

(623) 247-1325 
 

To learn more about the Flagg Show, go to 
the URL listed below:   

http://www.azminfun.com/pdf/activities/FlaggFlyer2012.pdf 
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ARIZONA GEM & MINERAL SHOW CALENDAR 

November 
 

ASU Earth and Space Exploration Day 

Saturday, November 5, 2011 (9 a.m. - 3 p.m.) 
More information is available at the following link: 
http://sese.asu.edu/earth-and-space-exploration-day 

 
November 5, 2011 - Tucson, AZ 

10th Annual Silent Auction - Old Pueblo Lapidary Club; 3118 N. Dale 
Sat. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. - Free Admission 
Contact Danny Harmsen, (520) 323-9154 
 
November 12-13, 2011 - Lake Havasu City, AZ 

42nd Annual Show - Lake Havasu City Gem & Mineral Society 
LHC Community Center, 100 Park Ave. 
Contact C. Russell, (928) 846-0927 
 
November 18-19, 2011 - Payson, AZ 

Payson Show, Mazatzal Hotel & Casino 
Hwy 87, Mile Marker 251, Payson, AZ 
Contact Margaret Jones, barrythebearjones@gmail.com 

 
November 19-20, 2011 - Payson, AZ 

14th Annual Show; Payson Rimstones Rock Club 

Mazatzal Hotel & Casino Event Center, Bingo Hall, Tonto Apache 
Reservation 
Adults $3, children under 12 free 
Gems, minerals, fossils, lapidary equipment, 
education center, spinning wheel, silent auction 
Contact Margaret Jones, barrythebearjones@gmail.com 

(928) 476-3513 or (928) 970-0857 
 
November 26-27, 2011 - Wickenburg, AZ 

The Wickenburg Show, Wickenburg Community Center, Wickenburg, AZ 
Contact Beth Myerson, myerbd@gmail.com 
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Staci Rolfe, who joined MSA in February 2011, with her Home-Grown Crystals case 
at the State Fair.  She was awarded a Blue Ribbon and Honorable Mention.  

Congratulations, Staci! 

MSA FIELD - SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2011 
WEST OF TONOPAH, AZ 

Several of our MSA members 
looking for treasures! 

(picture by Staci Rolfe) 

Ed Nichols & Julie Massey at the top 
of the hill looking for Fluorite 

(picture by Staci Rolfe) 
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PRESIDENT 

Roger Deming 
(480) 633-0731 

Rogersweeps@yahoo.com 
 

VICE PRESIDENT /  
CLUB FIELD TRIPS 

Ed Nichols 
(480) 636-1251 

epidote555@yahoo.com 
 

TREASURER /  
COALITION FIELD TRIPS 

Betty Deming 
(602) 242-1553 

azrockhound02@yahoo.com 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR & 
SECRETARY PRO-TEM 

Lois Splendoria 
(480) 813-3923 

chimes30@q.com 
 

MINERAL CURATOR /  
LIBRARIAN / DOOR PRIZES /  

HOSPITALITY 
Bob Holm 

(623) 247-1325 
 

REFRESHMENTS 

Lynne Dyer 
(480) 396-2393 

unodyers@hotmail.com 

 
STATUTORY AGENT 

Terry Dyer 

(480) 396-2393 
unodyers@hotmail.com 

 

WEBMASTER 
Patti Polk 

rockhound_86326@yahoo.com 

 
BOARD OF 

GOVERNORS 
Lynne Dyer 
Terry Dyer 

Bob Holm 
David Lay 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

It is time to start thinking about working the Flagg Show. The show 
is January 6th through January 8th, 2012. Those who wish to help 
out are always welcome. We need all the help we can get there. This 
year the club will have cold water on hand for those who work the 
show. It is important that we all bring in some rock and mineral 
samples to help put on the board for the spinning wheel. When we 
have to go out and buy rocks and minerals for the wheel, we lose 
money. Also, if anyone has those machines that count coins, we 
can use them at the show to roll quarters and other coins. This 
helps when we count the money at the end of each day. If you have 
one we can use, please call Ed Nichols and tell him about it. 
Thanks! If each person were to bring a five gallon bucket full of 
material down, we would have enough to cover the show; any 
amount is welcome, however. Have a great Turkey day and a Merry 
Christmas, everyone.  
 

President Roger Deming 
 

P.S.: Remember to be safe out there in the field.  
 

FLINT:  WORKHORSE MINERAL 
 

Flint or Flintstone is a hard, sedimentary cryptocrystalline form of 
the mineral quartz, categorized as a variety of chert. It occurs 
chiefly as nodules and masses in sedimentary rocks, such as 
chalks and limestones. Inside the nodule, flint is usually dark grey, 
black, green, white, or brown in color, and often has a glassy or 
waxy appearance. A thin layer on the outside of the nodules is 
usually different in color, typically white and rough in texture. From 
a petrological point of view, "flint" refers specifically to the form of 
chert which occurs in chalk or marly limestone. Similarly, "common 
chert" occurs in limestone.  
 

The exact mode of formation of flint is not yet clear but it is thought 
that it occurs as a result of chemical changes in compressed 
sedimentary rock formations, during the process of diagenesis. One 
hypothesis is that a gelatinous material fills cavities in the 
sediment, such as holes bored by crustaceans or molluscs and that 
this becomes silicified.  
 

Flint was used for the manufacture of flint tools during the Stone 
Age, as it splits into thin, sharp splinters called flakes or blades 
when struck by another hard object. This process is known as 
Knapping.  
 

When struck by steel, flint will produce sparks. The hard flint edge 
shaves off a particle of the steel that, heated by the friction, reacts 
with oxygen from the atmosphere and can ignite the proper tinder. 
Prior to the wide availability of steel, rocks of iron pyrites would be 
used along with the flint in a similar way. These methods are 
popular in woodcraft, bush craft, and among those who wish to use 
traditional skills. These flints were used in the Flintlock rifles and 
other types of guns of the early 16th and 17th centuries.  
 

Source:  Internet article 
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WIRE WRAP by JOANNE  

Contact No.:  602-332-3685 
Class every third Saturday 

@ Qdoba Mexican Grill 

Located at 7th St. & Glendale Ave. 
11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Some wire wrap tools  
& materials required 

(Flat & round nose pliers, 
Cabochons, Cutting nippers, 
Square & half round wires) 

Sterling Silver wire is expensive; 
you might want to 

start with Red Brass. 
Please buy lunch  
in the restaurant.  

ADVERTISE IN OUR NEWLETTER! 

$25/Year - MSA Members 

$35 - Non-Members 

 

Contact:  Lois Splendoria 

chimes30@q.com 

WELCOME! 

NEW MEMBERS! 
 

Anthony Shannon 
& Jill Quas 
Surprise, AZ 

 
Julie Massey 

Scottsdale, AZ 

 
Joined October 2011  

Veterans Day 
Friday 

November 11, 2011 
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Purpose :  To promote popular interest in the 

various Earth Sciences, and particularly the 
fields of Geology, Lapidary, Mineralogy, and 
related subjects.  ID badges are available from 
the Treasurer.   
 

Meetings:  7:00 p.m. on the second Thursday 

of the month, September through June, at 
the Church of the Beatitudes, 555 West 
Glendale Avenue, Phoenix, AZ, 85021 .    
 

Dues:  Families & Couples - $20.00, Single 
Adults - $12.00, Juniors (18 yrs. and under) - 
$2.50.  Please mail your dues to: 
 

Betty Deming  
2922 West Claremont  

Phoenix, AZ 85017 -1629 
 

Newsletter:   Reprinting permission granted with 
proper credit given.  Unless otherwise noted, 
articles are written by the Editor. 

Mineralogical Society of Arizona  
Founded 1935  

 A Non Profit Organization  
www.mineralogicalsocietyarizona.org  

LOIS SPLENDORIA 

MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF ARIZONA 
2922 West Claremont 
Phoenix, AZ 85017-1629 

 
Address Correction Requested 

First Class Mail 

www.rmfms.org www.amfed.org 

AFFILIATIONS 

EXCHANGE 

EDITORS: Please 
send all newsletters 

to the return addres 
listed above.  


