Vol. 71, Issue 9

Newsletter for the Mineralogical Society of Arizona, November 2005

PRESIDENT
Shirley Fiske
(623) 551-0882

VICE PRESIDENT
Gilbert Flores
(800) 264-5101

TREASURER
Sally Fiske
(623) 551-0882

SECRETARY
Lois Splendoria
(480) 813-3923

FIELD TRIP
COORDINATOR
(Club Trips)
Gilbert Flores
(800) 264-5101

FIELD TRIP
COORDINATOR
(Coalition Trips)

Betty Deming
(602) 242-1553

SHOW CHAIRMAN
Gilbert Flores
(800) 264-5101

MINERAL
CURATOR
John McLaughlin
(623) 979-5246

EDITOR
Lois Splendoria
(480) 813-3923

LIBRARIAN
DOOR PRIZES
HOSPITALITY

Betty Deming
(602) 242-1553

REFRESHMENTS
Marc Watson
(602) 995-0633

STATUTORY AGENT
Paul Flores
(602) 957-6793

BOARD OF
GOVERNORS
Lynne Dyer
Terry Dyer
Bob Holm
WR Russ

EDUCATION
AND OUTREACH
Membership
In Progress

Jeff Scovil
Well Known Mineral Photographer

Jeff photographs mineral specimens for
the covers many of the mineral
magazines like “The Mineralogical
Record.” He is one of our members. For
more information, please visit his web
site:

www.scovilphoto.com/index.shtml

Friday, November 11, 2005
7:00 p.m.
Arizona Mining and
Mineral Museum

Rk

Friday, Dec. 9, 2005
7:00 p.m.
(replaces regular meeting)

Tutti Santi Restaurant
7575 N. 16th Street
Phoenix, AZ

Choose Entre from Menu
Choice of Soup or Salad,
and Bread

Estimated Minimum Cost:
Approximately $15
(menu is not set)

Please contact
Betty Deming as soon as
possible at 602-242-1553
or by e-mail at
bd_mac2003@yahoo.com
to confirm your attendance
(Need to give the restaurant %
wig afinal count before Dec. 9)
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Did you have many trick-or-treaters this
Halloween? | live in the country club
area in Anthem, and the guard gate
seems to be an impassable barrier for
the little goblins and witches. Even with
the lights on, the jack-o'-lantern lit, and
the gate open, we had a grand total of
eight kids. For the last five years, my
office has had a candy windfall the day
after.

Our club's future depends on new
members. We don't want to be like a
country club, making membership an
exclusive affair. We need to welcome
one and all, and make sure that our
visitors know we think they are very
important. Because they are. So smile
and say hello to our guests, and make
their visit a memorable one. Remember
that they have many choices for things
to do on a Friday night, and we want
them to think of us first. Our club must
maintain a friendly open-door policy,
and it's up to you. And don't forget the
candy!!

Shirley Fiske
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General Meeting Minutes
September 9, 2005
by Lois Splendoria

President Shirley Fiske called the meeting to order.
Betty welcomed one visitor, Marjorie Marchand, who is
a friend of Helen Roz. Marc Watson circulated her
cookie signup list and asked for volunteers to bring
cookies. Shirley complimented Lois on the newsletter.

Since Sally Fiske was out of town, there was no
Treasurer's Report. Gilbert Flores was not at the
meeting, so there was no Field Trip report.

Announcements

Anna Domitrovic, the Mineral Curator of the
Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum, is retiring, and
Shirley encouraged the members to send her their
greetings.

The Museum Family Day will be Sat., Oct. 15, and
Shirley asked the members to contact her tonight if
they are interested in volunteering to work at the
event.

Phil Richardson announced that the Arizona Mineral
and Mining Museum Foundation (AMMMF) will
have minerals for sale upstairs at the Museum
Family Day.

Shirley announced that the club will be in need of
new officers for the 2006 year and encouraged the
members to participate.

Bob Holm asked if a theme had been selected for
the 2006 Arizona Rockfest Show, and Shirley said
none had been identified.

State Fair Display

Marc announced that she and Betty Deming will be
putting a club display in the State Fair exhibit. She
asked if anyone would like to put their minerals in this
year, and if they would interested in helping with the
display. Paul Flores asked if Arizona minerals would
be all right, and Betty and Marc said “Yes, definitely.”
Paul Flores volunteered his insurance office at 1345
East Main Street, Suite 109, in Mesa, as a drop-off
point for the mineral specimens of members in the East
Valley. Members on the west side of the city should
drop off their specimens at Marc Watson'’s house. The
deadline to receive minerals is Sat., Oct. 1.

Phil Richardson encouraged everyone to go see the
cases in the mineral display at the State Fair. He
complimented Marc and Betty on the Quartz case that
they did last year.

Program — Shirley introduced Jerry Cook, one of our
members, who is a fifth grade teacher at Phoenix
Country Day School. He gave a very interesting
program entitled “Using the AS-1 Seismometer in the
Classroom. The web site for the Seismograph in
Jerry’s classroom is:

www.pcds.org/share/earthquake/

Thank you, Jerry!

Paul Flores and Shirley Fiske conducted the raffle.
Shirley thanked everyone for coming tonight and asked
them to check the newsletter for the Nov. meeting’s
program notice.
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LARGE Coffee Cans WITH LIDS
for Arizona Rockfest
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Please bring to our monthly meetings

\ between now and January 2006.
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Show Update

WR said that the theme of the 2006 Arizona Rockfest
will be “Psychedelic Rock Tour.” Shirley asked if
anyone had brought anything in for the wheel at the
show. In order to pick a featured mineral, it was
suggested to poll the club at the Oct. 14 meeting.
Shirley asked the board members to give some thought
to the featured mineral and tell her on Friday night at the
meeting. Friday, Jan. 13, through Sun., Jan. 15, are the
show dates for the general public.

WR said that there is a possibility that the Thursday
activities may not take place. He also reported on some
of the other things that will be at the show.

Board of Governors Seats and Board Officers

Shirley reminded the Dyers that their terms expire this
year and asked them if they were interested in
continuing on the board. They said they would run for
the board again. Sally Fiske, Treasurer, and Lois
Splendoria, Secretary, said they would be willing to
continue in 2006. New candidates will be needed for
President and Vice President.

Since there was no more business to discuss, it was
moved by Sally and seconded by Lynne that we
adjourn.

If lawyers are disbarred and clergymen defrocked,
doesn'’t it follow that electricians can be delighted,
musicians denoted, cowboys deranged, models
deposed, tree surgeons debarked, and dry cleaners
depressed?

If people from Poland are called Poles, why aren’t
people from Holland called Holes?

If a pig loses its voice, is it disgruntled?
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President - Shirley Fiske
ShirleyAF@aol.com

Vice President - Gilbert Flores
gilbertflores@cox.net

Treasurer - Sally Fiske
xmasbelle@aol.com

Secretary - Lois Splendoria
chimes@extremezone.com

The Mother Lode - Part 12
The Rise of Hydraulicking

In the early 1850s, one of the miners at a placer mine
located away from a source of water such as a creek,
stream or river got the idea of bringing water from one
(or more) of these locations to the mining site thus
obviating the need to transport the gold bearing ore to
the water. Such placer locations were typically located
in one of the mysterious ancient river beds containing
placer deposits from the ancient river flows.

Wooden flumes were constructed for "bringing the
water to the deposit". Initially the water was used in the
conventional manner placer mining techniques of
powering cradles and sluices. The idea developed of
actually directing the flow of water against a cliff face of
gold bearing gravel, collecting the runoff and passing
this through a sluice rather than carrying shovel and
bucketfulls of the gravel to the sluice by hand. Initially,
single ply canvas hoses sewed together transported
water from the flume to crude riveted sheet iron nozzles
at the mining site and directed against gold bearing

gravels.

The hoses evolved from single ply sail canvas sewed
together (at Nevada City), to four ply canvas (made on
a machine at Nevada City), to iron ring reinforced four
ply canvas (Nevada City again), finally to rolled sheet
iron pipe (produced at Nevada City, Marysville and
Sacramento).

Mining technology invented and developed in the
Comstock Lode operations (principally square set
timbering) caused a resurgence of quartz/gold mining
operations in the mines around Grass Valley. Tunnels
could go deeper, larger adits could be mined, etc ...

Water nozzles evolved from crude riveted and rolled flat
iron to more sophisticated devices capable of rotating
their length on ball and sockets joints and mounted on
the ends of long riveted and rolled flat iron “cannon
barrels” controlled by long, iron bar levers by the
operator. A rock filled wooden box mounted at the rear
of the “cannon barrel” counterbalanced the device
making it easier to control by the operator. Clever joints
at the base of this device enabled the entire cannon to
be trained from side to side and pointed up and down,
allowing the operator to point it at any point on a gravel
bank, large clump of gravel, rock, tree trunk or other

target.



Water pressure at the exit of the nozzle evolved from just a few pounds per square inch (psi) to a considerable
amount. At the height of this kind of mining, these “water cannons” could project a stream of water “like a bar of iron”
at the nozzle, four hundred feet straight up into the air. They could destroy a three foot thick brick wall at a range of
fifty feet. They produced enormous quantities of gold bearing slurry to be passed through ever improving sluices.

Sluices evolved from the crude initial filter, either foot long wooden boxes with wooden cross box riffles to collect a
portion of the gold from the exiting stream to mile long, four foot wide wooden boxes with ever more sophisticated
riffles and other obstructions to the flow of the gravel slurry. Large rocks, railroad ties, wooden pieces of all sizes and
shapes were placed along the bottoms of the sluices and “baited” with mercury in an effort to capture all of the gold
from the material passing through them. Sluice boxes were arranged in series and in parallel to allow for “quiet
pools” in an effort to capture considerable amounts of flour gold. Still about fifteen percent of the gold in the gravel
slurries and much of the mercury were washed out with the sluice box effluents into the downstream creeks, streams
and rivers.

Hydraulicking produced over 90 per cent of all the gold produced in the Mother Lode. In a time of bribed officials,
judges and juries and very little in the way of quality government institutions, money talked very loudly.

To be continued . . .
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Winners Of Ribbons & Trophies
2005 Arizona State Fair

I hope some of you were able to see the displays at the
Arizona State Fair. Marc Watson and | put in the club
case with minerals from Arizona donated by WR Russ,
Shirley Fiske, Marc Watson, and me.

Winners of the MSA plaques were as follows:

Bill Croegaert Memorial Award
Barbara and Salvator Amato

Joe McIntosh Memorial Award
Barbara and Salvator Amato

Fred LaBahn Memorial Award
Jeff Langland

Phil Richardson

First Place blue ribbon for thumbnails, single crystal
First Place blue ribbon for pyrite advanced

First Place blue ribbon for minerals personally
collected

Both of Phil Richardson’s daughters, Alison and Erica,
were awarded the following:

Alison Richardson

First Place blue ribbon for fossils from Utah
First Place blue ribbon for fossils

Erica Richardson
Arizona Mining & Mineral Museum award for Juniors
Other winners were as follows:

Jeff Langland

Special award for fossils personally collected
Second and Third place for single crystal
Second place for minatures

Second place for cabinet specimens

Valerie Langland

First Place blue ribbon for single specimen
Second Place for thumbnails

Second Place for fossils from Wyoming, Utah and
Colorado

Second Place for fossils

Melissa Langland

First Place blue ribbon for minerals age 10 & under

Nicole Langland

First Place blue ribbon for cabinet specimines
Second Place for Herkimer Diamonds

I hope | haven't missed anyone. All of the displays were
very impressive, and their location this year in the north
end of Coliseum made them look better with the lighting
and display area.

ROCKHOUNDS ARE FUNNY

The price of a steak may dismay them, and they may
often pass it by, then turn around and spend more per
pound on a rock! A Rockhound can't eat the rock, but
will proudly display it, dust it, brag about it and then saw
it up and polish it to perfection.

Rockhounds have been known to move dirty dishes out
of the sink so they can wash their rocks. They seem to
find Rockhounding therapeutic. If they feel droopy or are
moping around their house, if you ask them, they'll go
rock picking with you because no matter what is ailing
them, all the ailments are miraculously gone and they
feel much better when they're out amongst the rocks!

Rockhounds will walk for miles in search of a good
specimen, climb mountains and go down into gullies.
They get hot, tired and bug-bitten but still continue on
for that one special rock. Sometimes they will find their
best specimen right next to the tire of their car at the
end of the day.

Rockhounds are geologist, mineralogist and
paleontologist wannabe’s. They are interested in
everything and are interesting themselves. They are
curious, humorous, talented, skillful and all around
wonderful people, who wear old shoes, fantastic hats,
worn out jeans, and a big smile!
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November 12-13, 2005 - Lake Havasu City

Keep On Rockin' - Lake Havasu Gem & Rock Show
Sponsored by: Lake Havasu Rock & Gem Club

Lake Havasu Community Center, Hwy. 95, Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403

Hours: 9 a.m.to 4 p.m.

Show Chairperson: Manny Frisch, 1711 Kirk Dr., Lake Havasu, AZ 86404, 928-855-9324

Admission and Parking: Free

November 25, 26, 2005 - Sun City
Sun Dial Arts & Crafts Show

Sun Dial Recreation Center, Boswell & 103rd. Ave., Sun City, AZ 85351

Admission and Parking: Free

November 26, 27, 2005 - Wickenburg

Way Out Wickenburg Way 4th Annual Gem & Art Fair
Sponsored by: Wickenburg Gem & Mineral Society

Wickenburg Community Center, 160 N. Valentine St., Wickenburg, AZ

Displays, dealers, grab bags, spinning wheel, silent auction, and door prizes

Hours: Nov. 26 - 9a.m. to 5 p.m.; Nov. 27 -9a.m.to 4 p.m.

Admission: $2:00, kids age 12 and under free, $1:00 coupons available.

Dealers Contact: Lucille Burroughs, P.O. Box 20375, Wickenburg, AZ 85358, 928-684-0099

For more show listings, visit http://www.admmr.state.az.us/showlst.htm

Definitions

SHEER LUCK: Someone else’s good find.
COMBINED HARD WORK & BRAINS: Your own
good find.

GREED: Someone else’s large quantity of one
specimen.

FORESIGHT: Your own large quantity of one
specimen.

STINGINESS: Someone else’s refusal to divulge a
good rock location.

SHREWDNESS: Your own refusal to divulge a
good rock location.

BUNCH OF JUNK: Someone else’s collection.
MUSEUM PIECES: Your own collection.
BOTCHED-UP JOB: Someone else’s first lapidary
attempts.

PROMISING BEGINNING: Your own first lapidary
attempts.
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January 13-15, 2006
Tempe Diablo Stadium
2200 West Alameda Dr,

Tempe, Arizona
FREE PARKING

Dealer Contact:
WR Russ
4515 E. Joan De Arc
Phoenix, AZ, 85032
602-923-7802
cell 602-684-7381
Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Admission:
$5.00 - Adults
$3.00 - Children ages 6 to 12
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Mineralogical Society of Arizona
Founded 1935
A Non Profit Organization

Purpose: To promote popular interest in the
various Earth Sciences, and particularly the
fields of Geology, Lapidary, Mineralogy, and
related subjects. ID badges are available from
the Treasurer.

Meetings: 7:00 p.m. at the Arizona Mining and
Mineral Museum, 1502 W. Washington,
Phoenix, AZ, on the second Friday of the month,
September through June (except February,
which is the third Friday).

Dues: Families & Couples - $20.00, Single
Adults - $12.00, Juniors (18 yrs. and under) -
$2.50. Please mail your dues to Sally Fiske,
42011 N. Astoria Way, Anthem, AZ, 85086.

Newsletter: Reprinting permission granted with
proper credit given. EXCHANGE EDITORS:
Please send all newsletters to the return
address listed above.

First Class Mall

UPCOMING MEETING

Friday Nov. 11, 2005

Friday Dec. 9, 2005 - Christmas Party

AFFILIATIONS

Rocky Mountain Federation
of Mineralogical Societies

American Federation
of Mineralogical Societies




