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As | announced at the last meeting, it is that time of the year again. Once more the
MSA is in need of a few good people willing to become officers. | have been an officer
for almost 15 years, much of this time as president or vice president. | don’t regret this,
but | do feel it's time for a change.

For some, participation in the club means coming to meetings. And that's as far as
they want to go. | respect that. It's hard to maintain a thriving organization, however,
when everyone expects someone else to do the jobs that need to be done. Sally and
Lois have been asked to continue as treasurer and secretary, and have agreed to do
so. Terry and Lynne Dyer have agreed to remain on the board. Many thanks go to
these people.

Gilbert and | have recently been alternating between president and vice president. We
would really like to see someone else in these positions. The club should be led by
more than just the select few. And frankly, we're tired. Giving us a break would allow
us to step back, take a deep breath, and perhaps participate in future club events with
more enthusiasm.

I know there are talented people in our club, who would do a great job in either of
these positions. Please seriously consider volunteering. Remember that you would
have support from us all. If you have any questions, talk to Gilbert or me, and we
would be happy to supply the answers.

If you have any interest in the future survival of this club, consider what you can do to
help. Step forward, and don’t wait to be asked. | hope to hear from you soon.
Shirley Fiske

/ Jeff Scovil \

Well Known Mineral Photographer

As a follow-up to Shirley’'s message
above, here is a list of the things | have
done in the MSA over the years. | am
sure that many other members could
make similar lists.

Jeff photographs mineral specimens for
the covers many of the mineral
magazines like “The Mineralogical
Record.” He is one of our members. For
more information, please visit his web
site:

Board Secretary — 1992, 1993, 1995, 2005
Meeting Greeter — 1994

Newsletter Editor — 1995 and 2005

Vice President — 1996-1997

President — 1998-1999

Web Site Development Committee — 1998
Silent Auction Chairman - 1992-1999 & 2003
Board Member - 1992-1995 & 2000-2002

www.scovilphoto.com/index.shtml
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Friday, October 14, 2005
7:00 p.m.
Arizona Mining and
Mineral Museum

Lois Splendoria







Rockhounding in an Iragi Combat Zone
(Rockhounding at its Extreme)
PART 3 of ???

Howdy fellow Rockhounds:

| hope everyone is doing all Hunky-Dory and finding
lots of good stuff on yalls local fieldtrips. 1@ now
reporting to y'all from FOB Diamondback up in Mosul,
Irag. 1®e been transferred up here to help them out with
their workload with all the medical equipment. Between
working my job, pulling guard duty, surviving the
extreme heat and working with all my rocks, life around
here keeps me pretty busy. Lately, the temps here
have been around 125 degrees during day and in the
90® at night. Over the next couple of months, the
temps will be getting over 135 degrees with the nights
in the 100®. Y'all folks are missing so much fun.

As for the War on Terrorism, all the casualties are
keeping everyone else very busy. Currently with all the
wounded soldiers coming through our hospital doors,
about 80 percent are wounded Iraqis, either local
civilians, Iragi National Guard troops (ING®), or Enemy
Prisoners of War (EPW®). The other 20 percent of the
wounded are U.S. troops. It is very unfortunate that all
the Terrorist Insurgents that come into Irag to disrupt,
destroy and kill don® give a damn about human life.
Besides trying to kill U.S. and coalition forces, they end
up killing a lot more innocent civilians. Local men,
women and children are being maimed or killed at an
increasing rate.

During the Gulf War, | saw enough death, destruction
and carnage for two lifetimes. This War on Terrorism is
a war of more of the same, but much worse. A while
back, we had a U.S. female soldier flown in to our ER
severely wounded from an accident. Our trauma team
worked vigorously for over half an hour trying to save
her life, but her injuries were too severe. As her spirit
left her body to be with the Great Spirit, the entire ER
staff bowed their heads as our chaplain prayed for her
departing spirit. You could hear a pin drop. As the staff
exited the ER, there was not a dry eye in the room. We
have seen several severely wounded male soldiers that
did not make it but this was the first female soldier that
died. It hit very close to home for everyone.

Then couple of months ago, there were two U.S.
soldiers in town handing out candy to a group of young
Iraqgi children. There was a group of more than 50 of
them between the ages of five to 15. They were so
happy to be getting a sweet treat for a change. Candy
is something that has been very scarce, especially
during the Saddam regime. A suicide bomber drove up

Sergeant Yonis Lone Eagle

and killed the two soldiers, but in doing so, killed over
20 of the children and wounded over 30 others. When
all those wounded children came into our hospital with
missing hands, arms, feet, legs and burns, the staff
went into action and did their jobs to the highest
standards of the Army Medical Corps. But you still
could still see the pain and sadness the their eyes as
the staff worked feverishly to save and comfort as
many of these innocent young lives as possible. When
you looked into the eyes of these innocent young
children that were badly burned and/or missing a limb,
they would look up at you with their trembling bodies
and their scared eyes asking "Why?". Your heart sank
and went out to them. When you work in the medical
field and deal with death on a daily basis, you have to
have some sort of wall between you and death. If not,
death can and will tear out your heart and soul. The
saddest part of all this is the innocent lives that are
taken away for no reason, especially the children.

While there is a lot of bad news and negativism about
this war in the media, with all the daily murders and
killings and destruction, there are a lot of good and
positive things that have come out of the ouster of
Saddam and the fall of his regime. In my next report, |
will be telling y’all of the positive news you won®hear in
the media.

And now for the "Rock News":

First, | want to thank the Alamo Rock Shop
(http://www.alamorockshop.com) of Boerne, Texas, for
sending me over a Twin 6 Ib. Barrel Rock Tumbler.
When | moved up here to Mosul, | brought about 50
pounds of the best rocks | found with me. (I had to
leave at least another 30 pounds behind.) And 1®e put
it straight into operation tumbling the great pickins from
Tikrit. The rocks | collected down at FOB Speicher
were great, with less than 20 percent limestone. There
wasn®a day that did not go by that | didn®pick up one
or two dozen rocks. But up here in Mosul, the pickins
have been very, very slim. 1®e been up here for over
six weeks now and collected only about a dozen rocks.
The rocks up here are over 90 percent limestone.




| recently found a very good, more detailed map on the
Internet, of Turkey, northern Iraq and their rivers. This
has lead me to another conclusion and gave me a more
accurate source of the origin of the rocks. There is a
major lake and two dams north west of Mosul.
Therefore, with all this man-made stuff in the way, not
much in the way of rocks is coming from that direction.
South of Mosul, there are two major rivers that flow into
the Tigris between here and Tikrit, the Great Zab and
the Little Zab rivers. The Little Zab has at least two
dams and another lake. The Great Zab, which flows into
the Tigris further north and the Little Zab, flows freely all
the way from the extreme southwestern tip of Turkey.
Therefore, | would say the majority of all those wonders
| found down south evidently came down the Great Zab
River.

So what are Astronomy Rocks, Diseased Rocks and
Finger Rocks? Astronomy rocks, the name | gave them
for what they look like, are black igneous rocks with
small white spherical dots and swirls in the matrix that
look like stars in the nighttime skies. Diseased rocks,
again the name | gave them for what they look like, are
different colored rocks with spots or feldspar crystals
that look like blotches or rashes or a disease on the
surface. And Finger rocks, same form of naming, are
long skinny rocks about one-half inch in diameter and
three to five inches long, about the size of your finger!
What® amazing about these rocks is that they tumbled
and traveled such a long distance without getting
broken.

Folks around here have really got their curiosity up
when they walk into my shop and see this thing with two
barrels rolling over and over. "What is that?", 1@ asked
a couple of times a day. And, once | explain what a
Rock Tumbler is and what it does, a dozen more
guestions pop up. What kind of rocks do you tumble?
Where do you find the rocks to tumble? When will the
rocks be ready to see? How do you tell a good rock
from a bad? Why would anybody want to tumble rocks?
| got a lot of folks very, very curious and anxious to see
the final results of the tumbler. | tell them one of the
things you have to learn about being a Rockhound is
"patience".

The good news is, that coming in my fourth report
sometime in early September are "Pictures, Pictures,
Pictures." | will be including several colored
photographs of all the unique wonders that | have found
over here. They will include photos of the Astronomy
rocks, the Diseased rocks, the Spotted rocks, the
Banded rocks, the Abstract Art rocks, and my new "Pet
Rock" | found | call Cyclops.

Now, something for any Jadeite and Nephrite experts
reading this. Does anyone know of any Jade that comes
from southeast Turkey or northern Iraq??? | found some
green rocks | strongly suspect are a type of Jade. All
the research that | have done on the Internet tells me
that the closest Jade found in the area comes from the
region far to the northeast of Turkey toward China. Too
far for these rocks to travell If anyone has any
information, please contact me through Rockroost at
http://www.rockroost.com/news-rockroost-report-

Irag4.html.

Well folks, six months down and six months to go!
Everyone please take care and safe and happy hunting.

Yonis "Rock Pockets" Lone Eagle
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January 13-15, 2006
Tempe Diablo Stadium
2200 West Alameda Dir.

Tempe, Arizona
FREE PARKING

Dealer Contact:
WR Russ
4515 E. Joan De Arc
Phoenix, AZ, 85032
602-923-7802
cell 602-684-7381
Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Admission:
$5.00 - Adults
$3.00 - Children ages 6 to 12
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LARGE Coffee Cans WITH LIDS
for Arizona Rockfest

Please bring to our monthly meetings
between now and January 2006.



The Mother Lode - Part 11
Virginia City and the Comstock Lode
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California’s early state and local governments in the
1850s were among the “finest that money could buy.”
San Francisco entrepreneurs, who owned and for the
most part controlled the hydraulic mining, hard rock
mining, wheat production and shipping, the local
railroads, railroad builders, stock brokerages and other
commercial enterprises were actually in charge of the
state. These businessmen also had established a highly
lucrative shipping empire, which controlled essentially
everything incoming to California and outgoing
elsewhere. Goods and people were coming to and
departing from California to almost everywhere else in
the world. Shipping to and from the East Coast was still
via either the Panama Canal or around to southern tip
of South America.

While all of the mining activity had been taking place in
and around the Mother Lode west of the Sierra Nevada,
there had been found surface gold deposits as placer
deposits in the Virginia City area and on the ground and
down the valley running south from Virginia City, Gold
Hill and Silver City. Some of these deposits had
developed into hard rock gold mines. The miners in this
area had been plagued with a kind of dark colored
gravel in that they had to dig down through this material
to get to the gold they were recovering. This material
was piled around the exits of the mines as discard
material. On a whim, one of the owners collected a
sample of this material and took it to James Ott, an
assayer in Nevada City. His assay returned a value of
$7,000 per ton of silver with an accompanying $3,000
per ton in gold. This information about the piles of this
tossed aside material near the entrances of the Virginia
City area gold mines became “of sudden interest.”

A very, very rich vein of silver was discovered to drop
away to the east from directly beneath Virginia City
down into the earth. This vein of silver was the richest
and most extensive ever found anywhere. It extended
down into the earth on a severe downward slant under
almost seven miles of land under and to the east of
Virginia City. The silver and gold in this ore deposit was
not of the California quartz/gold variety, where actual
mineral gold occurred within quartz veins, but was
rather a chemically combined silver and gold that
required chemical and metallurgical processing to
recover. This characteristic of the deposit spawned a
whole new industry of manufacturing this equipment,
transporting it over the Sierra Nevada, installing it at
Virginia City and operating it there and supporting all
this activity.

The gold and silver mineral wealth recovered in the
Virginia City area during the decades of the 1860s and
1870's was approximately $300 million in 1870 dollars
(i.e., about $6 billion in today’s dollars; “a billion here, a
billion there, pretty soon we are talking about real
money”). This amount eclipsed the “mere” $270 million
recovered during that same time frame in the more
conventional mining areas of the Mother Lode, half of
which was found in Nevada County. It was recovered
also by significantly fewer workers. There were about
2,000 miners as such working underground in the
Virginia City area mines themselves, typically miners
from other countries, while about 1,000 support
personnel worked “on the top” operating machinery,
doing the accounting and other such tasks. These latter
were people from the United States. The former were
mostly from Cornwall, England. The work down in the
mines was brutal with a large number of hazards.
Among these were temperatures of 110 to 130
degrees, spurting streams of scalding hot water, cave-
ins, extremely hazardous trips into and out of the mines
via ore buckets, fires in the mines themselves and other
such.

A miner's wages of the times were about $4 per hour
for a seven day week of 10-hour days. This does not
seem like very much by today’s standards, but wages
for the other occupations “back in the states” were
considerably less. Men working “on the top” made $5
and $6 per hour. One mining Superintendent made
$40,000 per year and | suppose, probably lived “pretty
good” on this. There were numerous fine mining
operator mansions built in the Virginia City area, but
most of this kind of construction took place back in San
Francisco, where the owners and stock holders lived.

Because of the existing mining technology, these mines
had main shafts that were dug vertically down into the
bedrock with “elevator” stops at various levels. Tunnels
led from these stops to the actual mineral deposits.
Wooden bracing typical of the times was used to keep
shafts and tunnels from caving in. It was not until the
invention of square set timbering at these mines, that
large cavities in the mineral deposits (l.e. “adits”) could
be exploited.

Underground water was pumped out using Cornish
Pumps driven by steam engines. The surface
environment in Virginia City was an ongoing cacophony
of hammer mills, mine and mill steam whistles, 24/7
saloons, stores, cargo freight wagons with their
accompanying overlying cloud of profanity, underlying
deposits of "mule waste material* and other such.
Wood cut down from the surrounding hills was used to
power the steam engines, build the various buildings
and mills and to timber the mines. Wood came from as
far away as the Lake Tahoe area.



There were two wagon routes into the Virginia City area
from supply sources in Sacramento. One went around
the south edge of Lake Tahoe via Placerville and one
went around the north edge of Lake Tahoe via Auburn
and Truckee. These were toll roads and the tolls were
very high. Individual transit, even via “Shank’s Mare”
was charged for at an exorbitant rate, especially for the
times. In 1869 the completion of the Union Pacific
Transcontinental Railroad with a spur line to Virginia
City, essentially put these toll collectors out of business.

To be continued ...
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We've all heard of oxymorons - those
wonderful expressions that just seem
not to go together. Someone has
compiled a list of what they believe are
the top 35 oxymorons of all time. For
obvious reasons, the contributor wishes
to remain anonymous. Enjoy!

35. State worker

34. Legally drunk

33. Exact estimate

32. Act naturally

31. Found missing

30. Resident alien

29. Genuine imitation
28. Airline food

27. Good grief

26. Government organization
25. Sanitary landfill

24. Alone together

23. Small crowd

22. Business ethics

21. Softrock

20. Amtrak schedule
19. Military intelligence
18. Sweet sorrow

17. Compassionate conservative
16. "Now, then..."
15. Passive aggression
14. Clearly misunderstood
13. Peace force

12. Extinct life

11. Plastic glasses

10. Terribly pleased
Computer security
Political science
Tight slacks
Definite maybe
Pretty ugly

Rap music
Working vacation
Religious tolerance

NwWhOTON®O

And the No. 1 oxymoron
1. Microsoft Works

And to these we might also add my
favorite:

Near miss
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MUSEUM LIGHTS UP TEACHERS

When the Arizona Mining and Mineral Museum'’s
Education Department and Quest Communications
put their heads together this year, the result was like
a light bulb lighting up over their respective heads.

The Museum’s Curator, Susan Celestian, wanted to
update and expand the Teacher Pac Activities
Section of the extremely popular Teacher
Identification Kit, which is given free to all registered
Arizona Teachers by the Museum. This kit contains
activities, based on the Arizona State Core
Curriculum and Arizona State Science Standards; an
identification guide; booklets; news tabs about
Arizona’s rock, mineral, and fossil wealth; and 46-48
large samples of actual rocks and minerals.

Last year, over 1,200 teachers received it. One of
those activities includes a poster showing the mineral
components of a light bulb. Cookie Mining and
Write a Rock Book are two more of the several
dozen activities available. Qwest was delighted to
underwrite the project. As a result, early in 2005, a
$5,000. grant was given to cover the cost of printing
1,200 Teacher Pacs. Then the design group had the
brilliant idea of putting all the activities on a CD, and
over 5,000 were cut. Soon they will be available on
the Museum website.

The updated Teacher Kits are now available. All an
Arizona Teacher has to do is come to the Museum at
1502 West Washington Street, show their
identification, fill out a brief form, and receive their kit.
The kits are also available if a teacher brings their
class for the free Uses of Rocks and Minerals
program that is presented to almost 20,000 school
children a year. Free Teacher kits are also available
to teachers throughout the state who book the
Museum’s Outreach Program, Have Rocks, Will
Travel.

Arizona Mining and Mineral Museum
DISCOVER THE TREASURE
1502 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007
(602) 255-3795
Susan Celestian, Curator - Ext. 21
Liz Anderson, Publicity - Ext.10
Mon.-Fri. - 8 a.m. -5 p.m.

Sat.- 11a.m.-4p.m.

Closed Sun & State Holidays
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Driving in Phoenix
- : . H# / $

You must learn to pronounce the city name. It is:
"FEE! - niks."

The morning rush hour is from 5:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
The evening rush hour is from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday® rush hour starts on Thursday morning.

The minimum acceptable speed on all freeways I-10,
I-17, U.S. 60, Loop 202 -- is 85 mph. You may only
exceed that speed on Loop 101, where the speed is
allowed to match the highway number. Anything less is
considered wussy.

Forget the traffic rules you learned elsewhere. Phoenix
has its own version of traffic rules. Cars/trucks with the
loudest muffler go next at a four-way stop. The truck
with the biggest tires go after that. (Note: East Valley,
SUV-driving, cell phone-talking moms ALWAYS have
the right of way.)

If you actually stop at a yellow light, you will be rear
ended, cussed out, and possibly shot.

Never honk at anyone. Ever..... Seriously.!

Construction is a permanent fixture in Phoenix. Detour
barrels are moved around during the middle of the night
to make the next day® driving a bit more exciting.

Watch carefully for road hazards such as drunks,
skunks, dogs, barrels, cones, cows, horses, cats,
mattresses, shredded tires, squirrels, snakes, rabbits,
crows, vultures, javelinas, roadrunners, and the coyotes
feeding on any of these items.

You must know that "Maricopa Freeway, Papago
Freeway and the 1-10" are all the same road.

To find anything in Phoenix, it is required to know where
Central and Washington are. This is our Alpha and
Omega-the Beginning and the End.

If someone actually has their turn signal on, wave them
to the shoulder immediately to let them know it has
been "accidentally activated.”

If you are in the left lane, and only driving 70 in a 55-65
mph zone, you are considered a road hazard and will
be "flipped off" accordingly.

Ground clearance of at least 12 inches is recommended
for city driving.

You are allowed to wear potholders to protect your
hands and fingers during the summer driving months.



October 15, 2005 - Phoenix

Family Day at the Museum & Arizona Mineral & Mining Museum Foundation Sale
Arizona Mining & Mineral Museum, 1502 W. Washington, Phoenix, AZ, 85007

Hours: Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Demonstrations and activities for children.

Admission and parking: Free

October 15, 2005 - Sedona

Sedona Gem & Mineral Club Annual Local Rock Sale

Posse Ground Park, (open air) SR 89A Posse Grounds Rd, Sedona, AZ, 86336
Sponsored by: Sedona Gem & Mineral Club

www.sedonagemandmineral.org

Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Dealers Contact: Pat McMahon, 3550 E. El Paso, Cottonwood, AZ, 86326, 928-634-2404

October 15, 16, 2005 - Sierra Vista

A Rock Rustler's Dream

Elks Club 1 Elks Way, Sierra Vista, AZ, 85635

Sponsored by: Various businesses in area of Huachuca Mineral & Gem Club
Hours: Sat. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sun. 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Show Chairperson: Larry Nelson, 6932 E. Conestoga Tr., Sierra Vista, 85635
Dealers Contact: Bill Jaeger, 3441 E. Astro St., Hereford, AZ, 85615, 520-803-6590
E-mail: mikea@theblueopal.com

November 4-6, 2005 - Scottsdale

United States Gold Refining Corporation

Scottsdale Gem and Lapidary Show

Parada Expo and & Convention Center, 7303 E. Earl Drive, Scottsdale, AZ

Hours: Nov. 4 - 12 noonto 8 p.m.; Nov.5-9am.to6 p.m.; Nov.6-9am.to4p.m.
Contact Information: 480-945-0700 or usgrc@gwest.net

November 4-6, 2005 - Black Canyon City
Rock-a-Rama

Braggin’ Rock Club

Albin Civic Center, K-Mine Rd., Black Canyon City, AZ
Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Admission and Parking: Free

Show Contact: Phyllis Otting, 623-374-5451

November 5, 2005 - Tucson

Old Pueblo Lapidary Club Silent Auction

Sponsored by: Old Pueblo Lapidary Club

Old Pueblo Lapidary Club, 3118 W. Dale Ave., Tucson, AZ 85712
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Admission and Parking: Free

Dealers contact: Jim Griffin at club address



November 12-13, 2005 - Lake Havasu City

Keep On Rockin' - Lake Havasu Gem & Rock Show

Sponsored by: Lake Havasu Rock & Gem Club

Lake Havasu Community Center, Hwy. 95, Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403

Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Show Chairperson: Manny Frisch, 1711 Kirk Dr., Lake Havasu, AZ 86404, 928-855-9324
Admission and Parking: Free

November 25, 26, 2005 - Sun City
Sun Dial Arts & Crafts Show
Sun Dial Recreation Center, Boswell & 103rd. Ave., Sun City, AZ 85351

Admission and Parking: Free

November 26, 27, 2005 - Wickenburg

Way Out Wickenburg Way 4th Annual Gem & Art Fair

Sponsored by: Wickenburg Gem & Mineral Society

Wickenburg Community Center, 160 N. Valentine St., Wickenburg, AZ

Displays, dealers, grab bags, spinning wheel, silent auction, and door prizes

Hours: Nov. 26 - 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Nov. 27 - 9a.m. to 4 p.m.

Admission: $2:00, kids age 12 and under free, $1:00 coupons available.

Dealers Contact: Lucille Burroughs, P.O. Box 20375, Wickenburg, AZ 85358, 928-684-0099

For more show listings, visit http://www.admmr.state.az.us/showlst.htm

# 1
| would like to sell my collection of 2
minerals.  There are approximately _ _ .
500, and they are catalogued by President - Shirley Fiske

number, location, and price. ShirleyAF@aol.com

Vice President - Gilbert Flores

Asking Price: $600, which includes 1-7 Gilbert.Flores@encompassins.com
foot metal shelves, three (3) cases with
glass sliding doors, and four (4) solid Treasurer - Sally Fiske

wood boxes with compartments, xmasbelle@aol.com

dimensions: 13" X 39" X 2-3/4". Secretary - Lois Splendoria

) ) chimes@extremezone.com
| also want to sell my cutting material

for 25 cents per pound.
: # ! 3
Betty L. Deming _

602-242-1553 www.mineraltown.com
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LOIS SPLENDORIA

MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF ARIZONA
3225 E. BASELINE RD., APT. 1077
GILBERT, AZ 85234-2680

Address Correction Requested

www.azminerals.com

Mineralogical Society of Arizona
Founded 1935
A Non Profit Organization

Purpose: To promote popular interest in the
various Earth Sciences, and particularly the
fields of Geology, Lapidary, Mineralogy, and
related subjects. Adult members are requested
to wear ID badges, which are available from the
Treasurer, to receive door prize tickets.

Meetings: 7:00 p.m. at the Arizona Mining and
Mineral Museum, 1502 W. Washington,
Phoenix, AZ, on the second Friday of the month,
September through June (except February,
which is the third Friday).

Dues: Families & Couples - $20.00, Single
Adults - $12.00, Juniors (18 yrs. and under) -
$2.50. Please mail your dues to Sally Fiske,
42011 N. Astoria Way, Anthem, AZ, 85086.

Newsletter: Reprinting permission granted with
proper credit given. EXCHANGE EDITORS:
Please send all newsletters to the return
address listed above.

First Class Mall

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Friday Oct. 14, 2005
Friday Nov. 11, 2005
AFFILIATIONS

Rocky Mountain Federation
of Mineralogical Societies

American Federation

of Mineralogical Societies




