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NEXT MEETING: 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2009 

AT 7:00 PM 
 

MEETING TOPIC & 
SPEAKER 

 
QUARTZ MINERALS 

 
JOANNE HESTERMAN 

 
Joanne Hesterman will give the 
program for our next meeting 
and her topic for us is going to 
be about Quartz Minerals, 
including different internal 
patterns of silicon tetrahedrons 
which determine the physical 
characteristics of each of the 
silicate minerals. 

 

 
 

PLEASE EITHER PAY AT THE MEETING OR 
MAIL TO: 

 
BETTY L. DEMING 

2922 W. CLAREMONT ST.  
PHOENIX, AZ 85017 

 
 

 
The slate of officers for 2010 will be presented at 

the November 13th meeting. 
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WE ARE GOING TO HAVE A POTLUCK XMAS 
PARTY AGAIN THIS YEAR. 

It will be upstairs in the Mineral Museum  
on Dec. 11th 7:00pm  to 9:00pm 

 
There will be a signup sheet at the November 
meeting for those who’d like to bring items 
for the potluck. Betty will also ask for a show 
of hands for turkey or ham to be provided by 
MSA. Anyone who  won't be at the meeting 
can email or phone Betty  with your selection 
& if you forget to notify Betty she may be 
giving you a call. W e have had a very good 
turn out the last 2 years and we h ope all of 
you can make it! 
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By Raymond Grant 
 

I have been working on a chapter on the history of Arizona mineralogies for the new edition of the Mineralogy of 
Arizona and here is a summary of some of that information. In the last 143 years there have been twelve efforts 
to compile a complete list of Arizona minerals. In that time the list has grown from 18 minerals to 874 minerals. 
The number of species given for each publication is not always accurate as new minerals are added as they are 
found, but at the same time some minerals are discredited and dropped from the list. For example, 20 minerals 
were dropped from Galbraith and Brennan’s list by Anthony et al. 

 
YEAR TITLE AUTHOR SPECIES 
    
1866 Annotated Catalogue* Blake    18 
1909 Minerals of Arizona Blake             107 
1910 The Mineralogy of Arizona Guild  130 
1941 Minerals of Arizona  Galbraith 267 
1947 Minerals of Arizona (2nd ed.)  Galbraith 284 
1958 Mineralogical journeys in Arizona Flagg 400 
1959 Minerals of Arizona (3rd ed.)  Galbraith & Brennan 405 
1977 Mineralogy of Arizona Anthony et al. 605 
1982 Checklist of Arizona Minerals Grant 640 
1982 Mineralogy of Arizona (2nd ed.) Anthony et al. 650 
1995 Mineralogy of Arizona (3rd ed.) Anthony et al. 808 
2007 Checklist of Arizona Minerals (2nd ed.) Grant  874 
2012 Proposed new work  Grant & Origlieri ? 

         
*The complete title is Annotated catalogue of the principal mineral species hitherto recognized in California and 
the adjoining states and territories, being a report to the California State Board of Agriculture. 
 
Another part of this chapter is a section called Collectors, Collections, and Dealers, and most of the information 
was collected by Curtis Schuh of Tucson and needs to include more Phoenix area collectors. If there is anyone 
who has kept copies of the Rockhound Record especially the early years, but even more recent years, I would 
really like to look at them for information. Please contact me at raycyn@cox.net.  
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MSA Board Meeting – Oct. 22, 2009 
 

by Lois Splendoria  
 

Lois called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.  Ed Nich ols, Betty Deming, Terry Dyer, Bob Holm, and Dave 
Lay were in attendance.  We discussed moving the MS A belongings, which now reside in the trailer 
on Marc Watson’s property, to Ed Nichols’ mobile ho me in Mesa.  Terry Dyer said he might have 
access to a flatbed trailer.  Plans are under way f or Ed Nichols, Bob Holm, Terry Dyer, and Dave Lay 
to go to the trailer on Sat., Oct. 31, 2009, to mov e the things to Mesa.  Ed will contact Leslie Albin  to 
coordinate with her.  Ed requested permission to bu y some 5-gallon plastic paint buckets to put the 
minerals in, and Terry said he may have access to s ome of these, also.  Permission was granted to 
buy the 5-gallon buckets.   
  
Ideas for possible speakers were discussed.  Ed Nic hols suggested a man from Montana, who now 
lives in Gilbert, AZ, who is a geologist.  He will look up the name and follow up with that informatio n.  
Lois suggested approaching David Gillette, the cura tor of the “Therizinosaur: Mystery of the Sickle-
Claw Dinosaur” exhibit at the Arizona Museum of Natur al History, in Mesa, formerly known as the 
Mesa Southwest Museum, to speak at our meeting.    
 
Lois said that the club’s Bylaws need to be updated  to reflect that motion that was made and passed 
in September of 2004 to Article V, Section 2, to de crease the number of directors on the board from 6 
to 4.  The change was never actually made to the By laws.  The board currently has 4 board members.  
Lois also brought up the fact that the MSA Bylaws d o not contain a dissolution clause, as most 
bylaws do.  This clause addresses what will be done  with the club’s assets, in the event that the club  
no longer exists.  Terry Dyer reinforced this and c ommented that it would be wise to have a 
contingency plan in place.  Terry moved, seconded b y Bob Holm to amend the Bylaws to include a 
dissolution clause.  Lois will research dissolution  clauses and draft the Bylaws updates.    
 
Terry offered to approach the Geology Departments a t the Maricopa Community Colleges with MSA 
flyers.  Lois will have more flyers produced and ge t some to him.  He suggested that we demonstrate 
our strength as a club at the upcoming A. L. Flagg Show in January of 2010.  It was suggested that an 
announcement be made at the meetings to ask those w ho go on field trips to bring in their mineral 
finds to show off.    
 
We discussed the MSA Library, which is housed at th e Museum in the storage area, as it has not 
been accessed in some time.   Betty has the key for  the cabinet, and Lois asked her to make an extra 
copy of the key, so she can make a list of the book s in the cabinet.  Lois pointed out that some of th e 
books may be collectors’ items at this point.   It was suggested that a reminder be posted in the 
newsletter to remind the members about the library,  so they can check out books from it.  Dave Lay 
suggested putting some of the books out on a cart s o people can look at them before the meeting.  
Discussions have taken place in the past about auct ioning the MSA Library books at some future 
time.   
 
Bob Holm said we need a key for our cabinet in the back of the room in the auditorium to lock up our 
club belongings and raffle minerals.  Lois offered to speak to Charlie Connell about getting that key.   
It was moved by Terry and seconded by Ed to adjourn  the meeting at 8:15 p.m.; motion passed.   

�
�
�
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Cont’d. from pg. 4….. 
ARIZONA BLM OFFICES: 

 
BLM Arizona State Office 

One North Central Avenue, Suite 800 
Phoenix, AZ 85004-4427 

Phone: (602) 417-9200 or (602) 417-9500 
  

District & Field Offices   
 

*Arizona Strip District & Field Office  
345 East Riverside Drive 

St. George, UT 84790-6714 
Phone: (435) 688-3200 

E-mail:   ASFOWEB_AZ@blm.gov  
 

Colorado River District & Lake Havasu Field Office  
2610 Sweetwater Avenue 

Lake Havasu City, AZ 86406-9071 
Phone: (928) 505-1200 

E-mail: LHFOWEB_AZ@blm.gov 
 

Kingman Field Office 
2755 Mission Boulevard 
Kingman, AZ 86401-5308 

Phone: (928) 718-3700 
E-mail: KFOWEB_AZ@blm.gov   

 
*Yuma Field Office 

2555 East Gila Ridge Road 
Yuma, AZ 85365-2240 
Phone: (928) 317-3200  

E-mail: YFOWEB_AZ@blm.gov  
 

Gila District 
1763 Paseo San Luis 

Sierra Vista, AZ 85635-4611 
Phone: (520) 439-6400 

 
*Safford Field Office 

711 14th Avenue 
Safford, AZ 85546-3337 
Phone: (928) 348-4400 

E-mail: SFOWEB_AZ@blm.gov   
 

Tucson Field Office 
12661 East Broadway 

Tucson, AZ 85748-7208 
Phone: (520) 258-7200 

E-mail: TFOWEB_AZ@blm.gov   
 

*Phoenix District and Hassayampa & Lower Sonoran Fi eld Offices  
21605 N. 7th Avenue 

Phoenix, AZ 85027-2929 
Phone: (623) 580-5500  

E-mail:  PFOWEB_AZ@blm.gov  
 

*Petrified wood can be found in Arizona within the jurisdiction of the BLM Phoenix, Safford, Yuma and Arizona Strip Field 
Offices. 

 
 

Source: United States Department of the Interior, B ureau of Land Management Official website  
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~ DETAILS WILL BE SHARED AT THE MEETING ON 
NOVEMBER 13TH ~ 
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MSA NOVEMBER FIELD TRIP  
FRIDAY & SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27 & 28, 2009 

 
I am planning a trip for November 27th to two locations south of Blythe, CA. The first site is Opal Hill 
Mine in the Mule Mountains, just west of Palo Verde, CA. The mine is a fee dig fire agate mine. It is 
$25 per person and free for children. The other site is Hauser geode beds, almost due west of the 
Opal mine and south of the BLM campsites at Wileys Well and Coon Hollow.  
 
I will probably be staying overnight Friday at Blythe, CA. If you plan on staying or camping Friday 
evening, this is a holiday weekend - so make your reservations early. My contact for the fire agate 
mine is Mr. Fisher. I would like to have persons going on the trip contact me before the 15th of 
November so I can give him a count on about how many to expect.  
 
Tools need to be your own. I suggest chisels, pry bars, small sledge, spray bottle, gloves, safety 
glasses or goggles. The rock is hard & sharp pieces can fly and cause injury. Bring food of your 
choice and drinking water, as none is available at either site.  
 
Coming in from the Palo Verde side vehicle clearance is not a big problem but soft ground going 
thru a wash could be. Mr. Fisher says 4-wheel is better, but 2 wheelers work if you don't slow down 
too much and start spinning in the sand. I remember the road on the west side going out to Wileys 
Well was pretty rocky and rough but don't believe I had my 4-wheel drive Suburban in 4-wheel 
coming in that way, just took it little slower.  
 
I'll meet those who tell me they are going at Palo Verde, CA. There is a Union 76 station there & will 
meet with Mr. Fisher as he will lead us into the mine location. I should be there at Palo Verde 
around 10 am, maybe little earlier if I-10 traffic to Blythe is not too crowded. We will be going to 
Hauser geode beds on Saturday and will decide where to meet while at Opal Hill mine. 
 
See you at the meeting on November 13th. 
 
 
 
Ed Nichols 
YeOlde Rockhound 
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SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 14TH & 15TH 

8:00am – 4:00pm 
 

ROCKS, SLABS & LAPIDARY EQUIPMENT 
BURRO CREEK PURPLE, JASPERS, WONDER STONE, JADE, 

PETRIFIED WOOD, AGATES, AND MANY  
OTHER MATERIALS. 

 
CABBING & POLISHING MACHINE 

BELT SANDER, HAND DRILL PRESS W/ DRILL,  
2 HAND DRILL PRESSES, NO DRILL, GRINDER,  

TABLE TOP GLASS SHAPER, 6” TRIM SAW,  
VARIABLE SPEED CAB GRINDER & TUMBLER. 

 
DIAMOND DRILL BITS, DIAMOND TOOLS,  

AND OTHER ACCESSORIES. 

 
5533 N. 32ND DR. – PHOENIX 

1 BLOCK NORTH OF MISSOURI,  
BETWEEN 31ST & 35TH AVENUES 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT  

ANN BAKER 602-267-1926 
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ROCK SHOWS 
 

NOVEMBER 1st  

WHOLESALE SHOW ~ RINGS & THINGS 
 Chaparral Suites Resort Scottsdale 

(Conference Center) 
5001 N. Scottsdale Rd. 
 Sunday 1:00-5:00 pm 

 Contact: Dave Robertson 
(800) 366-2156 

Web site: www.rings-things.com/Show 
 

 
NOVEMBER 6th, 7th, 8th 

BLACK CANYON CITY, AZ 
"ROCK-A-RAMA" SHOW 

Albin Civic Center on K-Mine Rd. 
Sponsored by: Braggin' Rock Club 

Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Admission and Parking: Free 

Tailgaters, dealers, minerals, gems, jewelry. 
Show Contact: Don Ingels, P.O. Box 308, 

Black Canyon City, AZ 85324 623-374-0202 

 
 

NOVEMBER 7th -  TUCSON, AZ 
OLD PUEBLO LAPIDARY CLUB  
8TH ANNUAL SILENT AUCTION   

3118 N. Dale.  
Hours: Sat. 9-2 Admission & Parking are Free 

Show Chairperson: Danny Harmsen,  
(520) 323-9154 or 520-721-8452 

Nine tables will be randomly called & 
replenished every 15 minutes and equipment 

will go in the last hour. 
Website: www.lapidaryclub.org 

 
 

NOVEMBER 14 th & 15 th 
PHOENIX ~ GPAP GOLD EXPO  

Sportsman’s Warehouse, 
19205 N. 27th Ave. 

Hours: Sat. & Sun. 9-4 
Admission and parking: Free 

Events Coordinator: Margie Bates 
602-790-3370 

 

 
NOVEMBER 14th & 15th 

THE LAKE HAVASU GEM & MINERAL 
SOCIETY PRESENTS 

THE 40TH ANNUAL GEM & MINERAL 
ROUNDUP  

Saturday 9:00am-5:00pm 
Sunday 9:00am-4:00pm 

Lake Havasu City Community 
(Aquatic) Center 

!!Free Admission & Parking!! 
The Show will feature displays of minerals, 

jewelry and art objects by the members, 
plus booths selling holiday gift items, and 

collectibles, jewelry findings, tools and 
semiprecious gemstones, as well as 

refreshments. A popular feature again this 
year is our Education Center, where 

youngsters of all ages can learn about 
geology and rocks, minerals and fossils, in 

a hands-on setting. There will be hourly 
door prizes and a big prize raffle of 

$200.00, cash.  
Contact: C. Russell, Show Chairman 

 928-846-0927  
 

 
 

NOVEMBER 28th & 29th  
WICKENBURG 9TH ANNUAL 

GEM & ART FAIR 
Wickenburg Community Center 

160 N. Valentine St.,  
Sponsored by: Wickenburg  

Gem & Mineral Society  
Over 40 vendors, with gems, minerals, 

jewelry, artists, photo exhibit, door prizes, 
grab bags, spinning wheel, food and 
more . . . . .Raffle drawing Sunday 

Tickets $2 ea. or 3/$5 
Admission and parking: Free.  

Hours: 9-5 
Show Chairperson & Dealers Contact:  

Beth Myerson, 21825 W. Date Creek Rd. 
Wickenburg, AZ 85390 

 928-684-0380 / myerbd@gmail.com 
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ARIZONA STATE FAIR 2009 

SPECIAL AWARDS MINERAL & JEWELRY DEPT.  

 

AWARDS GIVEN BY MSA  

Bill Trow Memorial Award    won by Sharon Schuster 
 

Fred LaBahn Memorial Award   won by Jeffrey Langlan d 
 

Ben Benham Memorial Award   won by  Susan Locher 
 

OTHER AWARDS 
 

Student Earth Science Award   won by Robert Michalo wski 
 

Martin Konig Award  won by Lauritz " Larry" Jensen 
 

Best Bola tie competitive  won by  Michael Ford 
 

Best Bola tie non-competitive  won by  Roy Spauldin g 
 

Ellis Johnson Award   won by  Lautitz "Larry" Jensen  
 

Jerry Muncha Memorial Award  won by Clint Webb 
 

Superintendents Award  won by  Cynthia Bullock 
 

Arizona Mining & Mineral Museum Award Junior  Ashley  Langland 
 

Arizona Mining & Mineral Museum Award Adult  Jeffrey  Langland  
 

CONGRATULATIONS, YOU ALL ROCK! 
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FROM THE TREASURER: 
Betty Deming 

 

 
 
 

 

The White Mountain Gem and Mineral Club  
has a new website:  

www.whitemountain-azrockclub.org 
 

 
 

The next RMFMS convention is scheduled for  
April 23, 24 and 25, at Wichita, Kansas.   

The host society is the Wichita  
Gem and Mineral Society.   

More information will be coming  
as it becomes available. 

 
 

 
December Coalition Trip will be a camp-out. 

Tentatively in the Quartzite area. 
 

 
 

SAY HELLO TO OUR NEW MEMBER!  
 

DEBBIE WEBER OF PHOENIX 

MSA CONTACT INFO:  
 

President: 
Lois Splendoria 

lois.splendoria@gmail.com 
602-571-4577 

 
Vice President  

& Field Trip Coordinator  
(Club Trips):  
Ed Nichols  

epidote555@yahoo.com 
(480) 636-1251 

 
Treasurer and Coalition Field Trip 

Coordinator: Betty Deming 
(602) 242-1553 

bd_mac2003@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary: Position vacant. 
Interested?  

Contact  Lois Splendoria 
 

Newsletter Editor:  
Heather Hill-Oliverson 
sagegirl777@juno.com 

 
Mineral Curator:  

Bob Holm 
 

Librarian/Door Prizes/Hospitality: 
Bob Holm (623) 247-1325 

 
Refreshments: Lynne Dyer 

(480) 396-2393 
 

MSA BOARD OF GOVERNORS: 
LYNNE DYER, TERRY DYER 

BOB HOLM, DAVE LAY 
 

 
Dues are due for 2010!! 

Please either pay at the meeting 
or mail to my address: 

Betty L. Deming 
2922 W. Claremont St.  

Phoenix, AZ 85017  



 

  

HEATHER HILL 
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF ARIZONA 
1502 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
www.mineralogicalsocietyarizona.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exchange Editors:  Please send all newsletters to 
the return address listed above. 

 
 

Mineralogical Society of Arizona 
Founded 1935 

A Non Profit Organization  
Purpose:  To promote popular interest in the various 
Earth Sciences, and particularly the fields of 
Geology, Lapidary, Mineralogy, and related subjects.  
 
ID badges are available from the Treasurer. 
 
Meetings:  7:00 p.m. at the Arizona Mining and 
Mineral Museum, 1502 W. Washington, Phoenix, AZ 
- on the second Friday of the month, September 
through June (except February, which is the third 
Friday). 
 
Dues:  Adults – Single Adults $12.00, Juniors (18 
yrs. and under) -$2.50, Families & Couples - $20.00. 
 
Mail dues to Betty Deming at  
2922 W. Claremont, Phoenix, AZ 85017 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mineralogical Society of Arizona is a 
member of the American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies and the Rocky 
Mountain Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies. 

 

 
 

 
 www.amfed.org         www.rmfms.org  
 
Newsletter:  Reprinting permission granted 
with proper credit given.  Unless otherwise 
noted, articles are written by the Editor. 
 

 


