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NEXT MEETING: 

FRIDAY, APRIL9 TH, 2010  
AT 7:00 PM 

 
MEETING TOPIC & SPEAKER 

 
RAY GRANT 

 
"WHY THERE ARE SO MANY 

MINERALS IN ARIZONA" 
 

Ray contributes to each issue of The Rockhound 
Record with his series of articles “Arizona Mineral 
Collector”. We are pleased to have him as our 
speaker this month. Ray is going to be giving his 
talk "From Basalt to Wulfenite or How Arizona 
Got So Many Minerals". See Arizona Mineral 
Collector Numbers 109 and 110 for a summary of 
the talk (April and May 2008 issues of The 
Rockhound Record).  
 
Ray is a retired Geology Professor from MCC, 
co-author of the “Mineralogy of Arizona”, Chair of 
the Arizona Mining and Mineral Museum 
Foundation, and past president of the MSA. 
 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
Fellow members and others who read this 
newsletter: TAKE ACTION TO SAVE THE 

MINERAL MUSEUM AS IT IS TODAY! 
 
The history and displays of this museum are unique 
and important to this state and to the country as a 
whole. The thousands of school children who go 
through this museum have to have it saved. It is up 
to us to take action NOW! 
 
We cannot sit back and hope that someone else is 
going to step forward to save this important piece of 
history for the generations of people to come. We 
can start an informal petition among the members 
and family members of the various mineral and 
gem clubs in the state and present it at a public 
meeting to Jan Brewer. We can also enlist the help 
of those running against Jan Brewer for governor. 
We cannot continue to sit on the sidelines in this 
battle to save this display of gem stones and 
minerals and all it entails. 
 
On another note, a member approached me at the 
March meeting about having a pin made to 
commemorate our club being in existence for 75 
years. I think this would be a great way to raise 
some money for the museum and the club as well.  
How do you feel about this? 
Cost, depending on the type of pin, would run about 
a dollar a pin to have struck. If we sell them for five 
dollars each then we would make our money back 
and be able to give to the museum the rest to help 
with day to day expenses. 
 

Thank you all, see you at the meeting. 
 

President, Roger Deming 
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By Raymond Grant 

 
     One of the talks at the Minerals of Arizona 
Symposium on March 20 was Smithsonite in 
Arizona by Tony Potucek. It was based on an 
article he had written for Lithographie’s Mineral 
Monograph series, Smithsonite. This book is really 
excellent. The photographs of smithsonites from 
all over the world are outstanding. 

 
     The section on Arizona Smithsonites has 
eleven photographs of Arizona Smithsonite 
specimens. We often don’t think of Arizona as 
producing world-class smithsonites, but these 
specimens are spectacular. The best blue Arizona 
smithsonite is from the Silver Bill mine. An area 
known as the copper stope produced really good 
rosasite, some hemimorphite, malachite after 
azurite pseudomorphs, and light blue to deep blue 
smithsonite. The Silver Hill mine also produced 
some good smithsonites they are white to blue but 
not as gemmy as the best ones from Silver Bill. 
Smithsonite from the Glove mine is gray to white. 
The Mammoth-St. Anthony mine (Tiger) had some 
good smithsonite specimens that are white to pale 
green. 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     The greatest variety in smithsonite color is 
found at the 79 mine. The smithsonite can be 
bright blue like the Silver Bill material. It can be 
white to gray like the Glove mine material, and 
it can be various shades of green from a 
yellow green to an apple green to a very dark 
green. Of all these localities the only one still 
producing good smithsonite specimens is the 
79 mine. During the last year several pockets 
of green smithsonite were found, and the 
specimen of white balls in the photo on page 
42 of Smithsonite was also collected this year.  

 
     The book costs $30 and I highly 
recommend it. Go to www.lithographie.org to 
order it and look at the other interesting 
publications they have. 
 
     Lithographie is the company that published 
American Mineral Treasures at for the Tucson 
Show two years ago. It has forty-four of what 
are considered the most famous mineral 
localities in the United States. The chapters on 
Arizona include: Bisbee, Red Cloud mine, Ray 
Copper mine, Morenci mine, Old Yuma mine, 
and Mammoth-St. Anthony mine. I talked a 
little about this book in Arizona Mineral 
Collector column number 108. I also 
recommend this as a book you should have. 
Lithographie is now planning a book on 
Arizona Mineral Treasures. It will be ready for 
the Tucson Show in 2012 – celebrating 
Arizona’s Centennial. 
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Our club webmaster and member, Patti Polk, has had 
a book published and we want to let you all know 
about it. Collecting Rocks, Gems, & Minerals - 
Identification, Values, Lapidary Uses by Patti Polk. It is 
a 272 page softcover, first edition, 2010, Krause 
Publications Price: $17.99 

 

Designed with beginners in mind, yet filled with 
valuable technical information for advanced collectors, 
Collecting Rocks, Gems, and Minerals - Identification, 
Values, Lapidary Uses takes you from being just 
someone who appreciates rocks to a true "collector". 
Chock full of photos and information, this book is ideal 
for anyone who is interested in finding and collecting 
rocks and minerals; the lapidary arts; or for anyone 
who needs help in understanding and estimating the 
value of rocks, gems, and minerals when buying or 
selling them for fun or profit. 

·  Easy-to-use, quick reference format arranged 
by category and color of stone Provides retail 
values and helpful tips for locating, collecting, 
buying and selling 

·  Contains more than 650 full-color color photos 
·  Includes organics such as amber, bone, coral, 

pearl, and shell 

Covers common rocks and minerals that novices can 
find in the field (and the countries, states and regions 
where they occur) as well as precious and 
semiprecious materials 

Books will be available for delivery in mid-late 
April 2010, so sign up now to pre-order your 
personally autographed copies by emailing Patti 
Polk at: sales@agategrrrl.com.  Book price is 
$17.99, and if you mention that you are an MSA 
club member, as a special savings, club members 
do not have to pay Arizona sales tax. Patti will 
email you an invoice for the book purchase, and 
you may pay securely through Paypal, or by 
mailing a personal check if you prefer. As soon as 
the books arrive, you can pick them up at the 
following club meeting. Enjoy! Also, be sure to 
visit Patti's new updated website: 
www.agategrrrl.com for any additional information 
and lots of other cool rockhound-related stuff. 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES… 

We have gotten so much feedback about the 
museum changes; the latest I have learned and 
want to share with those of you who do not yet 
know that “Senator Sylvia Allen is in charge of 
writing a bill that puts the Mineral Museum under 
the Arizona Historical Society and transforms us 
into the Centennial Museum. 
 
We have heard that Senator Allen believes that 
there is no opposition to the museum becoming a 
5C museum, because that is what she is being 
told by certain individuals. What we need to do: 
 
E-mail, write or fax Senator Sylvia Allen” if you 
would like her to know that there is an opposition 
to the change and that we want the Mining and 
Mineral Museum to stay the way it is. That if there 
is a transfer of museum management to the 
Historical Society, all the mineral displays, outside 
mining artifacts, lapidary shop, educational 
programs for K-12 students need to remain intact; 
and further, that Historical Society just oversees 
the financial responsibilities that the Department 
has done for many decades. 
 
Senator Allen's e-mail address:   
sallen@azleg.gov 
 
Senator Allen's fax number: 602 - 417-3005 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 24th   
HOLBROOK, ARIZONA 

 
SPONSORED BY 

SEDONA GEM AND MINERAL CLUB 
 

Petrified wood on a private ranch about 35 miles east of 
Holbrook. 
 
MEETING PLACE: Meet at Navajo exit I-40 (Approximately 
35 miles east of Holbrook) at 8:30 am Saturday April 24, 
2010.  Exit I-40 then pull off to right just after exit. You will 
be asked to sign a liability waiver there.  We will leave from 
there to the ranch at 8:30 sharp in caravan. 
 
COST OF MATERIAL:  $1.00 per pound.  
 No limit. 
 
MOTEL: A special rate has been negotiated for Friday night 
April 23rd of $35.00 including tax per room for 2 people for 
our coalition members at the Best Inn at 2211 Navajo Blvd.   
928-524-2654. Take exit 289 off I-40 in Holbrook and go 
north about 1 mile.  It is on your left or west side of Navajo 
Blvd.  Tell them you are with the Coalition of Rock Clubs 
when you call to make your reservations and you will get 
the special rate. 
 
OPTIONAL: Come join us for dinner or breakfast. 
Dinner-Friday night 6:00 pm The Mesa Restaurant.  The 
Mesa Restaurant is across the street and east a short 
distance from the hotel.  The food is Italian and is about the 
best in town.  We will sit in the banquet room.  Please bring 
bragging rocks to show club members at dinner, petrified 
wood from your last trip or other favorites. 
 
Breakfast at Denny’s-One mile east of hotel on Navajo 
Blvd.  across the street.  Plan to leave the restaurant by 
7:40 am to arrive at Navajo early.  We will leave the Navajo 
exit at 8:30 sharp. 
 
RSVP please to Pat McMahan 928-300-8333 or    
agates920@yahoo.com we can let the restaurants know 
ahead of time how many of us there will be. 
 
SAMPLES OF MATERIAL:  Visit my website:     
www.agateswithinclusions.com 
Scroll to Arizona, then Holbrook, to see petrified wood 
picked up in the Holbrook area. 

 

 
 

MSA APRIL FIELD TRIP  
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 10, 2010 
 

OUR CLUB FIELD TRIP WILL BE… 
ENJOYING THE DAY AT THE  

SADDLE MOUNTAIN  
PUBLIC LAND APPRECIATION DAY  

9:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.  
 

Details are on the following page of this 
newsletter. 

 
PEOPLE SHOULD BRING THEIR CAMERAS, 

THE FLOWERS 
SHOULD BE IN FULL BLOOM! 

 
SEE YOU AT THE APRIL 9TH. MEETING 

 
THANKS 

 
ED NICHOLS 

YE OLDE ROCKHOUND 
 
 

According to the map, the event takes place at 
Salome Highway and Courthouse Road: 

 
I-10 West to Tonopah 

You can either take 411th Ave to get down to 
Courthouse Road then out to Salome Highway; or, 

exit the I-10 at West Indian School and go to 
Salome Highway, taking that over to Courthouse 

Road. 
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Saddle Mountain Public Lands Appreciation Day 
 

                
 
Cordially invite you to participate in a Saddle Mountain Public Land Appreciation 
Day to be held Saturday April 10, 2010  9am to 2 pm  (Easy Access from I-10) 
Located in Maricopa County on the outskirts of Tonopah, Arizona,  Saddle 
Mountain  is a great place to explore.  We are partnering with the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) and we have invited organizations such as Audubon 
Society, Sierra Club, Game & Fish, Arizona Wilderness Coalition, Back Country 
Horseman, Mineralogical Society and Archeological Society among others to 
show the public the diverse place your Public Lands at Saddle Mountain are.   
We would be honored if you could join us in promoting our Public Lands, we 
welcome exhibitors that will remain true to the theme of the event and ensure 
that their items are appropriate. For example, we ask that you if you sell items 
that they have outdoor, nature or cultural themes. Items that promote your 
program or organization are appropriate. We will have some tables and tents but 
it would be most welcome if you could provide your own. Please let us know if 
you can participate so we can include you in our advertising. We will be doing 
fliers, newspaper inserts and Radio Spots. 

Red Star is Saddle Mtn event location .   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Carol Millette, Secretary 
Friends of Saddle Mountain (FoSM)  
3708 N. 339th Ave.  
Tonopah, AZ 85354 
Email: fosmaz@wildblue.net Website: http:/www.fosmaz.org 
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General Meeting Minutes  
February 12, 2010  

  
President Roger Deming called the meeting to order.  Bob Holm welcomed two visitors.  
Roger announced that there were mineral identification books available for free at the 
front table.   
  
Betty presented the treasurer’s report and said that there were flyers for the Apache 
Junction show this coming weekend available at the front table.  She announced that the 
speakers for upcoming meetings would be Jeff Scovil for March and Ray Grant for April.   
  
Roger asked everyone to start setting aside material for next year’s Flagg Show for the 
Rockhound Wheel of Fortune.  He thanked Debra Long and Lois Splendoria for bringing 
the cookies.  He also announced that help is still needed for the Museum Family Day on 
Saturday, Feb. 21, 2010.  Ed Nichols reminded everyone that this December will be the 
75th anniversary of the club.  The Mineral Symposium is scheduled for Saturday, March 
20, 2010, sponsored by the Arizona Mineral and Mining Museum Foundation.   
  
Roger said that while moving things from our old trailer to Ed Nichols’ trailer in Mesa, 
they came across a lot of old club newsletters.  Debra Long has offered to scan the 
newsletters and put them on a CD for the club.   
  
Roger introduced Nyal Niemuth, Chief Mining Engineer for the Arizona Department of 
Mining and Mineral Resources, who presented a very informative program on “Internet 
Tools for Field Mineral Collectors.”   
  
After the program, the raffle was conducted and the meeting was adjourned.   
  
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Lois Splendoria 
Secretary 
�
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ROCK SHOWS  

 
APRIL 10-11, 2010  

KINGMAN ANNUAL SHOW 
Mohave County Gemstoners  

Wonderful World of Rocks and Minerals 
Kingman Academy of Learning High School 

3420 N Burbank St., Kingman, AZ 86401 
Demos of obsidian knapping, faceting, wire 
wrapping, mineral displays, silent auction, 

dealers, demos, children’s activities, cash raffle 
drawing and door prizes. 
Hours: Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4 

Admission and parking: Free 
More Info: Nan Russell 928-846-0927 

or Donna Robinson 
 3202 E. Leroy Ave., Kingman, AZ 86409 

(928) 263-1480 
e-mail: gemstoners@live.com 
Mohave County Gemstoners 

P.O. Box 3992, Kingman, AZ 86402 
or visit www.gemstoners.org 

 

 
 

APRIL 9-11, 2010 
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 

TREASURES OF THE EARTH  
GEM AND MINERAL SHOW 

Creative Arts Center at the New Mexico State 
Fairgrounds, San Pedro Entrance north of 

Central and south of Lomas. 
Fri. & Sat. 10-6 Sun. 10-5 Admission $3. 

EXCEPT FRIDAY IS DOLLAR DAY! 
All kids under age 13 admission is FREE 

Over 40 dealers selling crystals, faceted stones, 
cabs, rough beads, jewelry, books, mineral 

specimens and lapidary. There will be a Mineral 
I.D. Booth, gold panning, silent auctions, a live 

wolf to see, and don’t forget the Juniors Table – 
only juniors may purchase inexpensive 

specimens from this table. 
Contact: Paul Hlava 505-255-5478 

 
 
 

 
THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 2010 

DMMR BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
3RD QUARTER MEETING 

11:00 a.m. 
DMMR Conference Room, 2nd floor, 

1502 W. Washington, Phoenix  
Pursuant to A.R.S. 38-431.02, notice is hereby given 
that the Board of Governors of DMMR will hold a 
quarterly meeting open to the public. Information 
concerning the Board's agenda for the meeting may 
be obtained by calling 602-771-1601 or 1-800-446-
4259.  
 
Persons with a disability may request reasonable 
accommodation, such as a sign language interpreter, 
by contacting Sandra Regalado, 602-771-1601. 
Requests should be made as early as possible. 
 

 
 

APRIL 23-25, 2010 
WICHITA, KANSAS 

RMFMS SHOW & CONVENTION 
Wichita Gem & Mineral Society’s  

57th Annual Show  
Cessna Center, Wichita 

2010 Theme is Tri State Treasures 
Admission: Adults $5, Ages 12-17 $1 

Under 12 FREE with paid adult 
Setup is Thursday, April 22; registration 
information has been sent to all member 

societies treasurers. Editors Breakfast will 
be held at the La Quinta Inn East on 

Saturday, April 24th at 8 a.m.; Delegates 
meeting at 1 p.m. 

 
 

APRIL 30, MAY 1-2, 2010  
MAYER MINER MADNESS 

Ranch Town Plaza on Central  
Mayer, AZ 

Hours: Fri. & Sat. 8-6,  
Sat. Cookout 6 p.m.  

Sun. 8-2, Mine Tour 2:30 
Dealers Contact: Ken 928-899-6810   
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UPCOMING: 
 

MAY 1 & 2, 2010 
FOUNTAIN HILLS 

GEM & MINERAL SHOW 
Fountain Hills Community Center  

13001 N La Montana Dr  
Fountain Hills, AZ 85268 

Fountain Hills is located NE of Scottsdale  
off of Highway 87 
10-6 SATURDAY 

10-5 SUNDAY 
The show will have 14 gem and 

mineral vendors from around Arizona. 
There is no admission. 

There will be raffles & kids activities. 
Contact: Rick Obermiller 
O.B. Rocks & Minerals 

Promoter, Ftn Hills Gem and Mineral Show 
Member, AMMMF 

1332 N. Jesse St., Chandler, AZ 85225 
obrocks@gmail.com / 602-826-2218 

 

 
 

OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST: 
 

MAY 7-9 McPherson, KS 
18th Annual McPherson Gem & Mineral Club  

Rock Sale & Swap 
 

MAY 29-30, 2010  
Bisbee Mineral Show 

Bisbee, AZ 
Sponsored by: City of Bisbee,  

Bisbee Mining Historical Museum,  
And Bisbee Chamber of Commerce 

Hours: Sat., Sun., 9-5 
Website: www.queenminetour.com 

Phone: 520-432-2071 
 

MAY 29 & 30, 2010  
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND 

WHITE MOUNTAIN  
GEM & MINERAL CLUB 

ANNUAL SHOW 
PINETOP-LAKESIDE 

Blue Ridge Junior High School,  
3050 N. Porter Mountain Rd  

Lakeside, AZ 
Admission: $2.00, students (15 and 

under) free w/paying adult  
Parking: Free 

Hours: Sat. 9-6, Sun. 9-4 
Dealers, gems, minerals, beads, fossils, 
lapidary equipment, rough and finished 
rock specimens, silent auction, spinning 
wheel, kids’ activity area, door prizes, 

raffle prizes, display cases,  
fluorescent mineral display. 

Show and Dealer Chairperson: 
Larry Legge & Nanz Marshall,  

928-537-2524  
e-mail: larrylegge@yahoo.com 
White Mt. Gem & Mineral Club 

P.O. Box 3504, Show Low, AZ 85902 
Web site:  

www.whitemountain-azrockclub.org 

 
JUNE 18-20, 2010 

AFMS SHOW & CONVENTION  
Whittier, CA 

Hosted by North Orange County 
Gem and Mineral Society 

Southern California 
University of Health Sciences Campus 

10-5 Daily 
Contact Mike Beaumont 714-510-6037 

www.nocgms.com 

 
The AZ Mining & Mineral Museum 
(AZMMMR) maintains a list of 
Arizona club shows on their website:  
http://mines.az.gov/General/museum.html  
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BIG SALE!!! 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY APRIL 17-18 
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

at Goodyear Swap Meet 
I-10 & 303 (Cotton Lane) 
Free parking & admission 
www.goodyearswap.com 

Some of you may remember Vince Vozza, an 
avid collector who had transplanted to AZ from 
New Jersey. Vince passed away in January and 
Stan and Susan Celestian are selling his 
collection for his daughter who lives in 
Pennsylvania. The sale site is easily accessible 
with gobs of free parking.  Most of the material is 
being sold by the flat – but the prices are very 
reasonable.  

MINERALS -- FOSSILS -- 
FOSSIL REPRODUCTIONS  

Everything priced to sell 
Everything double keystone -- 

75% off 
(except books, priced as marked) 

Most “sold by the flat” -- your cost 
$2-$125 

Some “sold by the each” 
Just starting a collection? 

Teacher in need of classroom material? 
Looking to upgrade a collection? 

A dealer looking for stock? 

 
For more information email 

azgeology@gmail.com 
 

MSA CONTACT INFO:  
 

President: 
Roger Deming 

Rogersweeps@yahoo.com 
(480) 633-0731 

 
Vice President  

& Field Trip Coordinator  
(Club Trips):  
Ed Nichols  

epidote555@yahoo.com 
(480) 636-1251 

 
Treasurer and Coalition Field Trip 

Coordinator: Betty Deming 
(602) 242-1553 

bd_mac2003@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary:  Lois Splendoria 
chimes30@q.com 

  602-571-4577 
 

Newsletter Editor:  
Heather Hill-Oliverson 
sagegirl777@juno.com 

 
Mineral Curator:  

Bob Holm  
(623) 979-5246 

 
Librarian/Door Prizes/Hospitality: 

Bob Holm (623) 247-1325 
 

Refreshments: Lynne Dyer 
(480) 396-2393 

 
MSA BOARD OF GOVERNORS: 

LYNNE DYER, TERRY DYER 
BOB HOLM, DAVE LAY 

 



 

  

HEATHER HILL 
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF ARIZONA 
1502 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
www.mineralogicalsocietyarizona.org  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exchange Editors:  Please send all newsletters to 
the return address listed above. 

 
 

Mineralogical Society of Arizona 
Founded 1935 

A Non Profit Organization  
Purpose:  To promote popular interest in the various 
Earth Sciences, and particularly the fields of 
Geology, Lapidary, Mineralogy, and related subjects.  
 
ID badges are available from the Treasurer. 
 
Meetings:  7:00 p.m. at the Arizona Mining and 
Mineral Museum, 1502 W. Washington, Phoenix, AZ 
- on the second Friday of the month, September 
through June (except February, which is the third 
Friday). 
 
Dues:  Adults – Single Adults $12.00, Juniors (18 
yrs. and under) -$2.50, Families & Couples - $20.00. 
 
Mail dues to Betty Deming at  
2922 W. Claremont, Phoenix, AZ 85017 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mineralogical Society of Arizona is a 
member of the American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies and the Rocky 
Mountain Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies. 

 

 
 

 
 www.amfed.org         www.rmfms.org  
 
Newsletter:  Reprinting permission granted 
with proper credit given.  Unless otherwise 
noted, articles are written by the Editor. 
 

 


