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NEXT MEETING: 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2009  
AT 7:00 PM 

 
MEETING TOPIC & SPEAKER 

 
LEO LANGLAND ~ IGUAZU FALLS 

 
The waterfalls of the Iguazu River, located on the border of 
the Brazilian state of Paraná and the Argentine province of 
Misiones, are, without a doubt, majestic and breathtaking, 
The falls, also known as, Iguassu Falls, or Iguaçu Falls, 
divide the river into the upper and lower Iguazu; they lie 19 
km upriver from the confluence of the Rio Iguazu and the 
Rio Alto Parana. 
 
The Iguazu river basin extends over some 62,000 sq km. 
The river rises up in the hills near Curitiba and flows 1,300 
km across the Parana Plateau enroute receiving the waters 
from about 30 rivers before reaching the falls. Here are 275 
falls plunging over a precipice of more than a mile and a 
half, with an average drop of 300 feet to the river below. 
These falls are 60 feet higher than Niagara and about one 
and a half times as wide. Eleanor Roosevelt is said to have 
exclaimed on first seeing these falls: "Poor Niagara! This 
makes Niagara look like a kitchen faucet." 
 
There are National Parks on both sides of the falls, both 
with subtropical rainforest benefits from the added humidity 
of the falls, causing an environment rich in vegetation and 
fauna. There are 400 species of birds including five 
members of the toucan family and over 100 species of 
butterflies. This is where the giant, 6-foot amethyst geodes 
and rhodochrosite statues are made. Leo has photos & 
samples to show.   
 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
Hello, everyone, I apologize for being out of communication 
during the summer.  I was downsized from the State of 
Arizona in June of this year, and it has taken quite a toll on 
my energy level.  
 
As we approach the Fall season, our club will once again 
be looking for club officers for 2010.  Our Slate of Officers 
will need to be voted in during the next two months.  We 
have been without a secretary since June of 2007, and that 
position is very important as the recorder of proceedings for 
our club.  Ed Nichols and Betty Deming have been doing 
very good jobs as vice president and treasurer respectively.  
Betty has done a great job of securing speakers during this 
year.  Our board members have repeated several terms.  I 
held several offices during the period from 1992-2000, 
everything except treasurer, and then again from 2005-
2007 (newsletter editor and secretary).    
 
I feel sure that there are many of you out there, who could 
bring fresh ideas and energy to the MSA.  All of us who are 
currently officers would be glad to answer any questions 
that you may have and to help the new volunteers next 
year.  If you have an interest in the future of this club, 
please consider what you can do to help.  Step forward, 
and don’t wait to be asked.  I hope to hear from you soon.  
 
Thanks, and see you at the October 9th meeting, 
 
Lois Splendoria 
 

The Fair dates this year are  
October 16th to November 8th.  

 
BE SURE TO CHECK OUT THE MINERAL DISPLAYS!! 

The entry date for the fair is the day after our meeting. Ed & 
Betty will be putting in a special display again for MSA!  

 
So, if you have any minerals to loan us for the cas e,  

please bring them to the meeting!  
(You need to have them labeled please.) 
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By Raymond Grant 

 
 

In the Arizona Mineral Collector – Number 
107, I said that I was working on a new 
edition of the Mineralogy of Arizona. 
Marcus Origlieri of Tucson and I are 
working together on it. Our plan is to have 
it published by the Tucson Show in 2012, 
the 100th anniversary of Arizona 
Statehood. The theme for the Tucson 
show that year will be Arizona. I would like 
to tell about some people this month. Over 
the years, professional mineralogists did 
most of the work on the state mineralogy, 
but there are mineral collectors who have 
contributed a lot of information to our 
knowledge of Arizona minerals.  
 

 
 
 

 
The first is Dave Shannon, now 
deceased. His habit was to write 
corrections and new information right 
on the pages of his copy of the 
Mineralogy of Arizona. 
 
His wife, Colleen, has loaned me his 
copy of the last edition of the 
Mineralogy. He has several hundred 
additional localities and corrections 
noted in the book. This is a 
tremendous help in the start of a new 
edition. 
 
Bill Hunt, long time MSA member, who 
I am told is quite ill at present, actually 
had his notes on localities bound into a 
copy of the Mineralogy of Arizona 
which he gave to me a couple of years 
ago. He has over 20 pages of 
additional localities for Arizona. 
 
Many people have contributed less 
information then these two people, but 
all information is welcome and needed. 
So whether you have one new locality 
or a different mineral from an old 
locality or a whole list of information 
please share it with us, we will give you 
credit. You can e-mail me at 
raycyn@cox.net or in a few months we 
hope to have a website where you can 
enter information directly. You will hear 
about it here when it happens. 
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After mentioning Hilde Zahm’s article in Rock and Gem, 
and touching on the subject of becoming more aware of 
the laws of collecting on public lands in the last issue, I 
received the following feedback from an MSA member 
who recently went on a field trip for aquamarine with a 
gem and mineral club in Colorado. While camping, they 
“talked about the Forest Service ‘permit’ program about 
mineral collecting. The club members said that there is 
new federal legislation that prohibits the Forest Service 
from requiring permits for ‘casual’ mineral collecting.” 
 
The member also said that he was told by a Forest 
Service ranger in California that he needed a permit to 
collect minerals. When he asked the ranger how to get 
such a "permit", the ranger was clueless. “There was no 
procedure for getting a ‘permit’. Just another example of 
government BS. Now these rangers have been banned 
from asking for non-existing ‘permits’….” 
 
He also went on to say, “I have been a victim of the 
U.S. Forest Service kicking me out of the pegmatite 
collecting area in San Diego County last spring because 
I didn’t have a mineral collecting permit.” This ranger 
was also clueless when asked how to get the ‘permit’. 
“He just wanted me out of ‘his’ forest. Now, the Forest 
Service can’t do that with the passage and signing of 
the bill HR 146, which is now federal law.  
(SEE OPPOSITE COLUMN - Item 3 states that no 
permit is required for casual collecting of rock, mineral, 
or fossils not protected under the subtitle.)  
 
“Also, all the mining laws are still in effect. Note that 
certain sensitive areas can be protected but there can 
be no blanket permit requirement for casual collecting. 
Also note that this section does not apply to National 
Park land such as the Petrified Forest NP - no collecting 
in National Parks, thankfully. We need to continue 
protecting our hobby and the environment, casual 
collecting does not mean devastating the landscape or 
the feds will come up with new regulations to ruin things 
for everybody.   
 
You may want to print this and keep this with you on 
your collecting trips should you get stopped. Also, 
spread the word that mineral collecting is still allowed 
on National Forest land without a permit. Sometimes 
Congress does get things right.” 
 
 
 
 

SEC. 6311. SAVINGS PROVISIONS. 
 
Nothing in this subtitle shall be construed to 
(1) invalidate, modify, or impose any additional 
restrictions or permitting requirements on any 
activities permitted at any time under the 
general mining laws, the mineral or geothermal 
leasing laws, laws providing for minerals 
materials disposal, or laws providing for the 
management or regulation of the activities 
authorized by the aforementioned laws 
including but not limited to the Federal Land 
Policy Management Act (43 U.S.C. 1701 1784), 
Public Law 94 429 (commonly known as the 
Mining in the Parks Act 16 U.S.C. 1901 et seq.), 
the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1201 1358), and the 
Organic Administration Act (16 U.S.C. 478, 482, 
551); 
 
(2) invalidate, modify, or impose any additional 
restrictions or permitting requirements on any 
activities permitted at any time under existing 
laws and authorities relating to reclamation and 
multiple uses of Federal land; 
 
(3) apply to, or require a permit for, casual 
collecting of a rock, mineral, or invertebrate or 
plant fossil that is not protected under this 
subtitle; 
 
(4) affect any land other than Federal land or 
affect the lawful recovery, collection, or sale of 
paleontological resources from land other than 
Federal land; 
 
(5) alter or diminish the authority of a Federal 
agency under any other law to provide 
protection for paleontological resources on 
Federal land in addition to the protection 
provided under this subtitle; or 
 
(6) create any right, privilege, benefit, or 
entitlement for any person who is not an officer 
or employee of the United States acting in that 
capacity. No person who is not an officer or 
employee of the United States acting in that 
capacity shall have standing to file any civil 
action in a court of the United States to enforce 
any provision or amendment made by this 
subtitle.  
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October 24,2009 

 
Sponsored by the Apache Junction Rock & Gem Club 

  
We will be looking for peach agate in the high coun try, where it will be relatively cool.  We 
will have our fun meeting place at McDonald's in Pa yson at 9:00 a.m. 
  
Harry will show you a fish fossil from the Wyoming trip and a trilobite fossil sample from his 
side trip to Utah.  Hopefully, he will also show yo u fossils of the Magdalena trip. 
  
Directions - A map will be handed out and we will h opefully leave about 9:30 a.m. to go east 
on 260 to the Sharp Creek area. 
  
Field Trip Chairman:  Harry Robert Warren, phone 48 0-986-5852 or rockharry@netscape.com   
 
peach agates: 

 
 



The Rockhound Record - Mineralogical Society of Arizona October 2009  

 5 

 

 
MSA OCTOBER FIELD TRIP  

SATURDAY, OCTOBER  10, 2009 
 

This will be a trip with not so much driving distance involved. I have also moved our trip 
weekend ahead by one week due to the Family Day on Saturday, October 17th at the 
Arizona Mining and Mineral Museum, 15th Ave. & W. Washington St. 
 
The location is accessible to almost any vehicle, with reasonable care, even passenger 
cars. The three materials may interest a variety of collectors: 
First, is rippled rhyolite , second is twisted gneiss , and third, is small to medium sized 
geodes  of the type found at Potts Canyon. 
 
Highway 60 (Superstition Freeway) toward Globe is the direction we travel. At the 
junction of 60 and 79 we go toward Globe on 60 for 2.1 miles and turn left onto Queen 
Valley Rd. Go 1.6 miles and turn right onto FR 357. Go 6.2 miles and turn left going over 
the railroad tracks. Collecting area is .5 to 2 miles to both directions in a small wash 
which runs NW to SE in this desert area. 
 
Usual tools pick, small shovel, pry bar, small hammer, and spray bottle would be helpful. 
 
Gas, restrooms, & stores are not available after going past Apache Junction and the 
settlements just east of there, so be prepared ahead of time with items you may need. 
 
I'll meet anyone going on the trip at the junction of highway 60 and Queen Valley Rd., 
just after you go left at Queen Valley Rd. at 9:00 a.m.  
Please call my home phone 480 636 1251, or email epidote555@yahoo.com  prior to 
Oct. 9th. On day of the field trip you may call my cell at 480 370 6716. 
 
See you at the meeting Oct. 9, 2009 at 7pm.    
 
Ed Nichols 
YeOlde Rockhound 
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ROCK SHOWS & 
MORE……………. 

 
OCTOBER 10 & 11, 2009  

 
SIERRA VISTA 

HUACHUCA GEM & MINERAL CLUB  35TH 
ANNUAL SHOW   

 
Elks Lodge on Wilcox Ave. 

1 block east of Buffalo Soldier Trail 
 

Beads, jewelry, gems, rocks, minerals, fossils, 
demos, displays, equipment and supplies  

~hourly raffles~ 
Hours: Sat. 9-6, Sun. 9-4 

Admission & Parking: Free 
Proceeds benefit the club’s scholarship fund 

Show Chairperson: Maudie Bradley 
520-378-6291 

Dealer Chair: Ingrid Baillie, P.O. Box 1596, 
Sierra Vista, AZ 85636, 520-459-3718 

e-mail: ibaillie@cox.net 

 
 

OCTOBER 10 & 11, 2009  
 

PAYSON 
PAYSON RIMSTONES 12TH ANNUAL  

GEM & MINERAL SHOW  
Sponsored by: Payson Rimstones  

Gem & Mineral Club 
 

 Mazatzal Hotel & Casino Event Center  
Bingo Hall, Hwy. 87  

Tonto Apache Reservation  
Hours: Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4 

Admission: $3.00, children under 12 free 
Parking: Free  

Children’s activities, educational showcases, 
fluorescent display, vendors - Discount tickets 
available at Payson Chamber of Commerce, 

Payson Library, Parks & Recreation Office Show 
Chairpersons: Barry & Margaret Jones 

Payson, AZ 928-951-3787 or 928-476-3513 
paysonrimstoneshow@gmail.com 

OCTOBER 17, 2009 
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Arizona Mining & Mineral Museum 
1502 W. Washington St. 

Phoenix, AZ 85007 
602-771-1611 

Hours: Sat. 10-4 
Demonstrations & activities for children 

Admission and parking: Free 
www.mines.az.gov 

OCTOBER 17 & 18, 2009 
  

SEDONA 
SEDONA GEM & MINERAL CLUB  

9TH ANNUAL SHOW  
 

Sedona Red Rock High School Cafeteria  
995 Upper Red Rock Loop Road, W.  

 
Hours: Sat. 10-5, Sun. 9-4 

Admission: Free, parking free,  
Speakers, kids' crafts, meteorite & other 
displays, raffles, mineral identification, 

sphere making & other demonstrations, 
rocks, gemstones, minerals,  

fossils, beads, jewelry  
e-mail: pdxprss@earthlink.net 

Show Chairperson: 
Co-Chair & Dealers Contact:  

Pat McMahon, 
P.O. Box 3284, Sedona, AZ 86340, 

(928) 300-8333  
Email: agates920@yahoo.com 

Website: www.sedonagemandmineral.org 
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MORE…… 
 

OCTOBER  
 

3-4: GREELEY, COLORADO: Weld County Rock & Mineral Society show at the Greeley 
Senior Activity Center, 1010 6th St. Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-4; free admission; children's games, 
demonstrations, rough and polished rocks, drawings, grab bags, minerals, dealers, fossils, 
jewelry. Contact Melanie DeHart, 410 21 Avenue, Greeley, CO 80631, (970) 352-8149  
e-mail: hamlethouse@yahoo.com 
 
3-4: JACKSONVILLE, ARKANSAS: 37th annual show - Central Arkansas 2009 Gem & Mineral 
Show - Central Arkansas Gem, Mineral & Geology Society; Jacksonville Community Center, 5 
Municipal Dr., Hwy. 67/167 Exit 9 (Main St.). Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; free admission; minerals, 
fossils, beads, lapidary material, jewelry, door prizes, grand prize, kids' dig, exhibits, 
demonstrations, mineral ID, more than 120 tables of material from around the world.  
Contact Pat, (501) 821-2346 pkissire@sbcglobal.net / www.centralarrockhound.org 
 
3-4: OMAHA, NEBRASKA: 54th annual show -Nebraska Mineral & Gem Club, at the Westside 
Community Center, 108th and Grover St.; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-5. Contact Tim Kautsch, (402) 
397-9606 Web site: www.nerockgem.us 
 
8-10: MOUNT IDA, ARKANSAS: Annual World Championship Quartz Crystals Digging Contest 
- Mount Ida Area Chamber of Commerce. Montgomery County Fairgrounds, Fairgrounds Rd. 
Thu. 8-3, Fri. 9-3, Sat. 9-3; adults $75/$90; keep all you find, meet other miners, maybe even 
win a prize, an international event. Contact Maureen Walther at the Mount Ida Area Chamber 
of Commerce in Mount Ida, AR 71957, (870) 867-2723  
e-mail: director@mountidachamber.com Web site: www.mountidachamber.com 
 
9-11: MOAB, UTAH: 50th annual show - Moab Points & Pebbles Club. Old Spanish Trail 
Arena, 3641 S. Hwy. 191. Fri. 10-7, Sat. 10-7, Sun. 10-4; free admission; dealers, 
demonstrators, field trips, raffle, spin wheel. Contact Jerry Hansen, P.O. Box 1459, Moab, UT 
84532, (435) 259-3393 e-mail: moabrockclub@live.com Web site: moabrockclub.net 
 
10-11: TEMPLE, TEXAS: Show - South Central Federation, Tri-City Gem & Mineral Society. 
Frank Mayborn Civic & Convention Center, 3303 N. Third St. Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $2, 
children under 12 free; faceting demonstrations, grab bags, treasure wheel, silent auction, 
displays. Contact Leslie O. Connally, 875 N. Wheat Rd., Belton, TX 76513, (254) 939-7015  
e-mail: lconnally@clearwire.net 
 
16-18: VICTORIA, TEXAS: Show - Victoria Gem & Mineral Society. Victoria Community 
Center, 2905 E. North St. Fri. 9-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $3, children free with adults; 
jewelry-making demonstrations, gemstone identification, wheel of fortune, jewelry, fossils, 
minerals, geodes, crystals, jewelry findings, gemstones, lapidary equipment and supplies. 
Contact Ken Lemke, 3417 Coletoville Rd., Victoria, TX 77905, (361) 575-5350 
e-mail: klemke@vctx.org 
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AND MORE……  
23-25: AUSTIN, TEXAS: Austin Gem & Mineral Society Annual show at the Palmer Events 
Center, 900 Barton Springs Rd. Fri. 9-5, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $5, seniors $4, students 
(13-18) $1; children (12 and under) 50 cents; more than 30 dealers, gems, jewelry, fossils, 
meteorites, art demonstrations, "Youth Education Day," door prizes.  
Contact Brian Wetzig, 6719 Burnet Ln., Austin, TX 78757, (512) 458-9546 
e-mail: general@austingemandmineral.org  Web site: www.austingemandmineral.org 
 
23-25: SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH: Mineral Collectors of Utah Annual show at Trolley Square. 
Fri. 12-9, Sat. 10-9, Sun. 10-5; free admission; mineral dealers, showcase displays, mineral 
identification table, book table, hourly drawings, free specimens for kids.  
Contact Curt Forrester, (801) 789-6325 e-mail: fossilmin@dcdi.net  Web site: 
http://sites.google.com/site/mincollutah/Home 
 
28: SANDY (SALT LAKE CITY), UTAH: Wholesale show - Rings & Things at the Salt Lake City 
Community College Miller Campus (Karen Gail Miller Conference Center - Deercreek, Lone 
Peak, Copper, Rose, Cottonwood, and Wasatch Rooms), 9750 S 300 W.  
Wed. 12-4. Contact Dave Robertson, (800) 366-2156 Web site: www.rings-things.com/Show/ 
 
Oct. 30- Nov. 1: LIVE OAK, TEXAS: Retail and wholesale show - Bead Renaissance Showsat 
the Live Oak Civic Center, 8101 Pat Booker Rd. Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; free admission; 
bead artists, dealers, ancient, vintage, contemporary and designer beads, jewelry, tools, 
books. Contact J&J Promotions LLC, P.O. Box 420, Williamsburg, NM 87942, (575) 894-1293 
e-mail: beadshow@aol.com Web site: www.beadshow.com 
 

COMING UP IN NOVEMBER 
 

1: SCOTTSDALE (PHOENIX), ARIZONA: Wholesale show - Rings & Things at the  
Chaparral Suites Resort Scottsdale (Conference Cent er), 5001 N. Scottsdale Rd. 
Sun. 1-5. Contact Dave Robertson, (800) 366-2156 
Web site: www.rings-things.com/Show/  
 
6-8: BLACK CANYON CITY, ARIZONA: "Rock-A-Rama" SHOW  - Braggin' Rock 
Club. Tailgaters, dealers, minerals, gems, jewelry.  Contact Don, BRC, P.O. Box 
308, Black Canyon City, AZ 85324, (623) 374-0202 
 
7: TUCSON, ARIZONA: Old Pueblo Lapidary Club 8th an nual silent auction at 
3118 N. Dale. Sat. 9-2; free admission.Contact Dann y Harmsen, (520) 323-9154 
 
14-15: LAKE HAVASU, ARIZONA: The Lake Havasu Gem an d Mineral Society’s 
40th Annual Gem Show at the Lake Havasu City Community Center. Mineral 
displays, jewelry and art objects, holiday gifts, c ollectibles, findings, tools, 
semiprecious gemstones. Refreshments. Hands-on acti vities for kids in the 
Education Center. Hourly door prizes and a $200 cash  raffle prize. Admission 
and parking are free. For more info  call C. Russel l, Show Chairman, 928-846-
0927 
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FROM THE TREASURER:  

Betty Deming 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

SAY HELLO TO OUR NEW MEMBERS!  
 

   JOHN & SUZANNE KANNARR, GLENDALE 

MSA CONTACT INFO:  
 

President: 
Lois Splendoria 

lois.splendoria@gmail.com 
602-571-4577 

 
Vice President  

& Field Trip Coordinator  
(Club Trips):  
Ed Nichols  

epidote555@yahoo.com 
(480) 636-1251 

 
Treasurer and Coalition Field Trip 

Coordinator: Betty Deming 
(602) 242-1553 

bd_mac2003@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary: Position vacant. 
Interested?  

Contact  Lois Splendoria 
 

Newsletter Editor:  
Heather Hill-Oliverson 
sagegirl777@juno.com 

 
Mineral Curator:  
John McLaughlin  
(623) 979-5246 

 
Librarian/Door Prizes/Hospitality: 

Bob Holm (623) 247-1325 
 

Refreshments: Lynne Dyer 
(480) 396-2393 

 
MSA BOARD OF GOVERNORS: 

LYNNE DYER, TERRY DYER 
BOB HOLM, DAVE LAY 

 

 

 
Dues are due for 2010. 

 
Please either pay at the meeting 
or mail to my address:  
 

Betty L. Deming 
2922 W. Claremont St.  

Phoenix, AZ 85017  
 
 



 

  

HEATHER HILL 
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF ARIZONA 
1502 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
www.mineralogicalsocietyarizona.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exchange Editors:  Please send all newsletters to 
the return address listed above. 

 
 

Mineralogical Society of Arizona 
Founded 1935 

A Non Profit Organization  
Purpose:  To promote popular interest in the various 
Earth Sciences, and particularly the fields of 
Geology, Lapidary, Mineralogy, and related subjects.  
 
ID badges are available from the Treasurer. 
 
Meetings:  7:00 p.m. at the Arizona Mining and 
Mineral Museum, 1502 W. Washington, Phoenix, AZ 
- on the second Friday of the month, September 
through June (except February, which is the third 
Friday). 
 
Dues:  Adults – Single Adults $12.00, Juniors (18 
yrs. and under) -$2.50, Families & Couples - $20.00. 
 
Mail dues to Betty Deming at  
2922 W. Claremont, Phoenix, AZ 85017 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mineralogical Society of Arizona is a 
member of the American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies and the Rocky 
Mountain Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies. 

 

 
 

 
 www.amfed.org         www.rmfms.org  
 
Newsletter:  Reprinting permission granted 
with proper credit given.  Unless otherwise 
noted, articles are written by the Editor. 
 

 


