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Dick Zimmerman has a mining claim at the 
Midnight Owl Mine which is famous for its 
fluorescent eucryptite, and another claim north of 
Wickenburg at Amethyst Hill.   
 
His presentation will include :  
Minerals of the Midnight Owl Mine  
- Introduction to Arizona pegmatites  
- Geology of the mine area  
- History of the mine, including current operations  
- Mineralogy of the mine  
---- variety of minerals  
-----when various minerals were formed  
------ how minerals were formed  
 
The presentation explains why very rare minerals 
are found in the White Picacho Mining District 
located NE of Wickenburg. 
 
�����   Mardy Zimmerman, Dick’s wife, does an 
egg carton program where kids can load up 12 
different specimens.  If you have any egg cartons, 
bring them to the meeting so that Dick can collect 
them for her. 
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MSA Board of Governors 
Lynne Dyer, Terry Dyer, Bob Holm, K.J. 

Werner, Ed Nichols   �

 

 

 

The MSA Christmas Party will be held at the 
Arizona Mining & Mineral Museum on 
December 14th at 7 p.m.  This is our regular 
meeting day and time. The ham, turkey, and 
cold non-alcoholic drinks will be provided by 
the club.  Bring your favorite side dish or 
dessert.  A sign up sheet will be passed around 
in November’s meeting.   If you miss the 
meeting, contact Betty Deming ( see MSA 
contact info) if you have questions on what to 
bring.Hope to see you there !  
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��  "This form consists 
of twelve scalene triangular faces. These faces 
correspond in their position to the alternate pairs of 
faces of a dihexagonal pyramid." — Ford, 1912 

�

����
picture of a scalenohedron calcite crystal - Elmwood Mine 
Carthage Smith County, Tennessee 
 

Calcite crystals occur in over 300 forms -- more 
than any other mineral. Its more common 
forms are rhombohedron , scalenohedron , 
and prism. 
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By Raymond Grant 
 
         It is interesting to note that some states become 
well know for a certain mineral. For example Arizona is 
known world wide for wulfenite and Colorado is known 
for rhodochrosite. A few years ago a program was 
presented at the New Mexico Mineral Symposium on 
wulfenite localities of Colorado. It was a stretch to find a 
half dozen localities with small crystals of wulfenite in 
the state of Colorado. Les Presmyk decided we needed 
to respond the next year with a talk on rhodochrosite in 
Arizona. The Mineralogy of Arizona lists about 14 
rhodochrosite localities in Arizona. 

 
The best rhodochrosite in Arizona comes from 

the 2300 level of the Junction mine in Bisbee. The 
following is a description of this occurrence by Richard 
Graeme, in an unpublished manuscript entitled 
“Mineralogy of Bisbee”. 

 
“This was the most prolific locality for rhodochrosite in 
the district.  Here it was usually found as massive 
material in alabandite and associated with sphalerite.  It 
also rarely occurred as small, pale pink tabular crystals 
in massive alabandite and as 2 mm. highly modified 
scalenohedrons in small voids in alabandite.  These 
voids were usually at the limestone contact with the 
sulfides.” 
 
          Other localities of interest include the Magma 
mine in Superior with rare small pale pink to red crystals 
found in the South Vein. Nodules of iron oxide and 
rhodochrosite are reported from the Chinle Formation in 
Antelope Valley near St. Johns, Apache County. It was 
found at the Trench mine in Santa Cruz County, the 
Lucky Cuss mine in Tombstone, and the Humbolt mine 
in the Chiricahua Mountains. The Humbolt mine is the  

only place that I have collected rhodochrosite in 
Arizona. 
 

Finally, a four-foot wide rhodochrosite vein is 
reported at a depth of 120 feet in the shaft of the London 
Range mine in the Banner district, Gila County. 
Unfortunately, the exact location of this mine and the 
rhodochrosite vein are not known. Harvey Jong who 
specializes in collecting rhodochrosite and I have been 
trying to locate the mine. From old reports we think it 
must be near the Finch (Barking Spider) mine and 
perhaps been filled in. There is no rhodochrosite that we 
have been able to find in that area, but there is a lot of 
thulite, the pink variety of zoisite, which has a color 
exactly like rhodochrosite. It forms as a metamorphic 
mineral and could replace a limestone bed and look like 
a vein.  

 
Rhodochrosite – Sweet Home Mine, Alma, Colorado 
Sorry, couldn’t find picture of Arizona specimen. 
But, this one is mighty pretty. 

 
 
Some Rhodochrosite info : 
Colors  - rose red, pink, nearly white, and rarely 
yellowish or brownish.  Most masses used as 
gemrocks exhibit a variegated banding of white, 
pink and rose-red hues. 

Formula:    MnCO 
  
3  

 

System:  Trigonal 
Hardness  3½ - 4       Spec.Gravity  3.3-3.7 
Light transmission  - translucent 
Luster  - sub-vitreous to pearly  
Breakage  -  brittle, with fractures in the massive 
variety typically uneven because they consist of 
innumerable cleavage surfaces of their component 
grains. 
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November 3- 4, 2007 Black Canyon City 
Rock-a-Rama, Albin Civic Center, K-Mine 
Rd., Black Canyon City, AZ 
Hours: 9-4  Admission and parking: Free 
Show Contact: Don Ingels, 623-374-5344 
 
November 9, 2007 – MSA Meeting at 7 p.m. at the 
Museum. 
 
November 10-11, 2007 Lake Havasu City 
38th Annual Gem & Mineral Roundup, 
Community (Aquatic) Center, 100 Park Ave., 
Lake Havasu City, AZ 86404 
Sponsored by: Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral 
Hours: 9-4    Admission and Parking: Free 
Show Chairperson: Jay Cole, 928-764-2854, 
jaycole@npgcable.com 
 
November 10, 2007 Phoenix Gold Expo, 
Sportsman’s Warehouse, 19205 N. 
27th Ave., Phoenix, AZ, www.gpap.org 
Hours: Sat. 9-4   Admission and parking: Free 
Show Chairperson: Marty Koho, 602-548-0907 
 
November 10 – 11   Socorro, New Mexico 
28TH Annual New Mexico Mineral Symposium  
at Macey Center a the N.M. Institute of Mining 
See website for complete schedule & brochure 
http://geoinfo.nmt.edu/museum/minsymp/home.html  
801 Leroy Place, l Socorro, NM 87801-4796  
Registration (505) 835-5490 
Program info (505) 835-5140 
 
November 17, Coalition Field Trip to Pinedale, 
Arizona, sponsored by White Mountain Gem & 
Mineral.  See page 5 for more info. 
 
November 21 – 25 CFMS Field Trip –  
Wiley Well  - See page 7 for more info. 
 
 

November 24-25, 2007 Wickenburg 
Way Out Wickenburg Way, 7th Annual Gem 
& Art Fair, Wickenburg Community Center, 
160 N. Valentine St., Wickenburg, AZ 85390 
Sponsored by: Wickenburg Gem & Mineral 
Society, show site phone 928-684-5451 
Gems, minerals, jewelry, artists, photo exhibit, 
door prizes, grab bags, spinning wheel, etc. 
Admission: Free    Hours: 9-4 
 
November 30 & Dec. 1, 2007 Green Valley 
Green Valley Lapidary Arts & Crafts Fair 
West Social Center, Green Valley, AZ 
Sponsored by: Green Valley Lapidary and 
Silversmith Club 
Hours: Fri. 9-4, Sat. 9-3  Admission: Free 
Show Chair: John Vandegrift, 520-207-2646, 
vandegri8@aol.com 
www.gvrlapidaryclub.com/craftschedule.htm 
 
December 14, 2007   - MSA Potluck Christmas 
Party – 7 p.m. at the Museum. 
�
January - February, 2008 Quartzsite 
Desert Gardens Intl. Gem & Mineral Show 
1155 Kuehn Street, ¼ mile east of exit 17 
Hours: 9-6  Admission and parking: Free 
 
January 4-13, 2008 Quartzsite 
Tyson Wells, Rock, Gem & Mineral Show, 
P. O. Box 60, Quartzsite, AZ 85346, 
W. Corner I -10 Freeway & Hwy 95, 
Quartzsite, AZ 928-927-6364, 
www.tysonwells.com 
Admission and parking: Free 
 
January 4-6, 2008 Mesa 
Annual Flagg Gem & Mineral Show, 
Mesa Community College, 1833 W. 
Southern Ave., west parking lot, Mesa, AZ 
Sponsored by: AZ Mineral and Mining 
Museum Foundation 
Hours: Fri., Sat., Sun. 9-5 
Admission and Parking: Free 
Show Chairperson: Ray Grant, 480-814-9086, 
raycyn@cox.net     www.flagshow.info 



 
 
            Volume 73, issue 9   Newsletter for the Mineralogical Society of Arizona     November 2007  

 

 5

Arizona Coalition of Rockhound 
Clubs Field Trip – Sponsored by 

The White Mountain Gem & 
Mineral Club out of Show Low, AZ 

 
If you were unable to attend last year’s trip or would 
like to go again, here is your opportunity.   
 
Date:   November 17, 2007 
Time:   10:00 a.m. 
Meeting Place:   Turn-off to Pinedale, AZ – 
Mile Marker 327 on Highway 260 
 
What to bring:   Pick, shovel, containers, chairs, 
lunch, water, whistles, walkie-talkies are 
suggestions. 
 
Vehicles:   Any high clearance vehicle will do – . 
4x4 not necessary 
 
What you will find:  Black Petrified Wood w/Smoky 
Quartz Crystals, other types of Petrified Wood and 
unusual Fossils. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Terrain:   Very hilly.  Caution – the collecting area 
was part of the Rodeo/Chedeski fire. There are still 
many standing dead trees and heavy new-growth 
brush.  Please be aware of your surroundings, 
watch where you walk, and listen for strange 
sounds. 
 
A detailed map of the the collecting area will be 
handed out at the meeting place after you sign in.  
You will be asked to sign a waiver of liability before 
proceeding on to the collecting area. 
 
If weather is questionable, please call me the night 
before or very early the morning of the trip. 
 
We hope to meet many members from different 
clubs to exchange stories, ideas, and just have a 
great time. 
 
Trip Leader:  Eunice McQuiston (aka-Rockie). (928) 
536-7209 (Field Trip Co-ordinator for WMG&MC) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pow Wow Field Trips  
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January 2008 
Pow Wow Field Trips 

Hosted by Quartzsite Roadrunners Gem & 
Mineral Club 

 
Note: These field trips are during the Pow 
Wow, which is their club’s gem and mineral 
show during the Quartzite shows. 
 

Date Trip 
#  Destination Miles  

1 way  Material Meet 

Wed. 
Jan 
23 

1 12-Mile 12 Fossils  North 

   2 Stone 
Cabin  24 Desert 

Roses  South 

Thur. 
Jan 
24 

1 Brenda *  20 Red Jasper  East 

   2 Bouse 12 
Green-
banded 
Rhyolite  

North 

Fri. 
Jan 
25 

1 Salome 20 Marble East 

   2 Quartzsite 4 Alunite West 

Sat. 
Jan 
26 

1 Plomosa 
Road  19 Jasper / 

Hematite  North 

   2 Aguila 90 Apache 
Tears  East 

Sun. 
Jan 
27 

1 Plomosa 
Road  15 bacon Rock  North 

   2 Palo Verde 48 Pastilite East 

 
 
* High clearance vehicles only. 
 
All trips depart at 9 a.m. sharp. Come early 
and check in with the Wagon Master.  
Wear comfortable walking shoes. Bring a 
hat, sack lunch & plenty of drinking water.  

 
Meeting locations:   
 

North Tyson Drive east of the fire station off 
Hwy 95 north of Quartzsite 

South Hwy 95 near mile marker 103 south of 
Quartzsite  

East North side of Kuehn Street, east of 
Riggles Road (Exit 19)  

West 
West 0.6 miles on Frontage Road past 
Love's Truck Stop (at Exit 17), near 
Super 8 Motel  

 

 
ROCK & GEM AND THE AFMS 

by Carolyn Weinberger 
 
With the recent changes made to Lapidary Journal 
from the format we've known for years, rockhounds 
are left with only one true outlet for listing their club 
or club show – Rock & Gem Magazine. Our own 
International Relations Chair Bob Jones serves as 
the Sr. Consulting Editor for the magazine and its 
pages are filled with collecting and "how to" infor-
mation , club show listings etc. We still have Rocks 
& Minerals and Mineralogical Record magazines for 
the more technical mineral oriented collectors, but 
R & G not only deals with minerals, but lapidary 
and fossils as well. Articles are written in an easy to 
understand manner that almost everyone can 
understand. They also have a section for kids - the 
future of our hobby!  
 
Do you also know that Rock & Gem maintains a 
listing of clubs and that your club can be included at 
no charge? Mail to the below address or email it to 
editor@rockngem.com. 
 
 
Rock & Gem Club Listing 
290 Maple Ct, Suite 232  
Ventura, CA 93003  

Reprinted from the American Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies November 2007 newsletter 
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TRIP LOCATION: Wiley Well is 10 miles southwest of 
Blythe, CA and is one of the most popular collecting 
areas on the Colorado Desert. 
 
WHEN: Thanksgiving weekend, November 21-25, 2007 
 
SPONSORS: CFMS Field Trip Chairman South, Lew 
Helfrich, & Orange Belt Mineralogical Society Inc., San 
Bernardino, Ca. part of the Southern California C.F.M.S. 
Field Trip Co-Op 
 
MATERIAL TO COLLECT : Colored agate & jasper 
nodules, crystal filled geodes, botryoidal psilomelane, 
fire agate, chalcedony nodules & roses, zeolite, crystal 
filled amygdules, calcite rhombs, marine fossils, petrified 
wood and much more. 
 
LEADERS: Lew Helfrich and Bob Fitzpatrick.  
Please notify us by 11/15/07, if you plan on attending. 
Feel free to email or call us if you have any questions or 
need more information:  
Lew: Ph: 661-323-2663 E-mail: lewsrocks@bak.rr,com  
Bob: Ph: 951) 845-3051 Email: RURocky2@aol.com 
 
PROPOSED SCHEDULE: Please, I need some 
knowledgeable Rockhound people of this area to step 
forward and give me a hand at leading folks to the 
collecting areas, call me if you are planning on helping  
out. All trips leave at 8:00 a.m. SHARP from the 
campgrounds. We will assemble at 7:45 for details on 
each day's trips and break into smaller groups where 
each group will be going to different collecting areas; this 
way everyone will be able to collect at all collecting sites. 

Be sure to carry your lunch and water when we go to the 
collecting sites, as we will not go back to camp during 
the day. Some collecting will be at the geode beds for 
geodes, pebble terrace for marine fossils & agates, 
chalcedony hill for roses, Palo Verde rock shop, Arizona 
side of river for Petrified wood, etc. Thanksgiving Day we 
will have a potluck dinner early in the afternoon. See 
General Info for more details. 
 

DIRECTIONS TO CAMPSITE: Exit I-10 at Wiley Well 
Rd., about 10 miles west of Blythe and 31 miles east of 
Desert Center. Follow Wiley Well Rd. south for 12.5 
miles to campsite (on the west side of the road) at the 
Riverside/Imperial County line.  Watch for the Club and 
CFMS signs to the camping area. 
 
VEHICLES:  Roads to campgrounds and camping sites 
are typical desert roads and should be okay for most 
cars, trailers and motor homes, 4WD vehicles are 
recommended on trips to the collecting sites. 
 
CAMPGROUNDS & FACILITIES : This is a dry camping 
area - no water, no services, no hookups, no toilets.  
There is a dump station at the Wiley Well rest stop off I-
10; however, there is no potable water. Blythe has a free 
dump station and good water 2 blocks south of I-10 at 
the Lovkin exit. Blythe also has food, supplies, ice and 
gas and is 25 miles from camp. There are good motels 
in Blythe with a wide range of rates. The closest town to 
the campsite is Palo Verde, about 16 miles through 
Coon Hollow and over the Mule Mtns. Palo Verde has a 
convenience store, gas, a couple of restaurants and rock 
shop but the road is ok for 4WD vehicles and not 2WD. 
 
TOOLS:  Collecting bags and boxes, digging tools, rock 
hammer, eye gear, spray water bottle, etc. 
 
SAFETY CONCERNS: Do not lick the rocks, use sun 
screen, when needed, stay away from rattlesnakes, use 
bug spray, be aware of flash floods, be extra careful, 
team up with a buddy and don't get lost. 
 
CLIMATE & WEATHER : Should be nice weather—
sunny days; cool, clear, star filled nights. But it can rain 
this time of year, so be prepared and plan ahead. 
 
GENERAL INFO: Join us for a day or camp out with us. 
Bring food, lots of water, cell-phone, walkie-talkies, GPS, 
first aid kit, camera, flashlight, camp chair and lots of 
firewood for the campfires. Don't forget the potluck on 
Thanksgiving Day, so bring 2 dishes to share and your 
own place setting. We need a few people to bring 
turkeys. We were a little short on turkey the last few 
years so if you plan on bringing turkey or need to know 
what to bring, please call Emma Rose, our dinner 
coordinator, at 951-288-6182. Each night we’ll have a 
campfire so we can join together and have a good time 
roasting marshmallows, telling jokes or just talking about 
the good ole times. I should arrive at the campsite about 
11 a.m. on Wed., the 21st; Al & Emma (OBMA Club) will 
arrive on Mon. the 19th and will be staying until the 26th. 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE FOR A GREAT 
FIELDTRIP AND LOTS OF FUN 
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I’m sure more than a few of us have hunted for 
Fourth of July agate.  So how did this area get its 
name?  According to ‘Arizona Place Names’ by Will 
C. Barnes, a group of people went on a camping 
trip there on a 4th of July in the 1890’s.  They 
partied hardy and commemorated their trip by 
hitching this name to a nearby, unnamed wash.  
Fourth of July Butte lies nearby. 

 

����	�#��	����� ���$%�&�'()�(**+�

We had 28 people in attendance, which included  
visitors, two of which joined the MSA.  A big hello to 
Bob & Joyce Hendrix, our newest members. 

We saluted the flag and the cooler weather. Betty 
Deming mentioned the many upcoming field trips 
and shows and suggested we do eeny meeney 
miney mo for those weekends having two (or 
more!) different shows and/or trips. 

Thanks to Gabrielle Donato for bringing sweet 
potato chips, to Sally Fiske for bringing home made 
brownies, and to the Dyers for bringing more 
brownies (you can never have too much chocolate) 
and peanut butter thingies – I don’t know what they 
were called, but they were really, really good.   

Betty Deming thanked Ed Nichols for filling a case 
at the Arizona Fair with his marine fossils and 
petrified wood.  His wife Maria said their rock 
garden was nearly cleaned out of fossils.  He had 
some interesting examples of fossilferous 
sandstone he found in the Superstitions.  Maybe 
he’ll lead a trip there later this year? 

Those running for the new MSA club officer line up 
was announced.  Ed (aka Fearless Field Trip 
Leader) Nichols will run (you can argue he didn’t 

run fast enough) for President.  Leo Langland and 
Joanne Hesterman will run for a shared VP 
position.  Betty Deming will run for Treasurer, but 
hopes someone else will still step forward and fight 
her for it. Yours truly (aka Illustrious Newsletter 
Editor), will run as Secretary.  Two people are still 
needed to replace the Dyers on the MSA Board of 
Governors.  Kudos to both of them for serving 
these past two years.   

Shirley Fiske volunteered to organize the games 
and prizes for the MSA Christmas Party.   

Ed Nichols and Bob Holm will go Saturday and 
check out the road conditions for our October 20th 
field trip.   

Everyone  made a dash for the goodies while Betty 
Deming looked for the Salt Mine video which was to 
be our evening program.  That not being found, we 
voted to watch a video on Mount St. Helen’s 
volcano, which was shot a few years after the 1980 
eruption.   We consoled ourselves with not finding 
the Salt Mine video by munching our goodies.   

Jonene Alders won the evening’s door prize. She 
has officially broken the Flores’s streak and now 
has one of her own going, since she won last 
month too. 

We concluded the evening by making another run 
at the goodies.  Thanks to Joanne Hesterman for 
opening and closing the Museum’s doors for us. 

 

 

 

A website I looked at recently mentioned licking as a 
field test to aid in the identification of chrysocolla. 
“When touched to the tongue a specimen of this 
substance will usually adhere lightly. It sometimes tastes 
bitter.”   Careful though, chrysocolla (or any copper ore) 
is toxic, so licking too much of it can be hazardous for 
your health.  
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From the Rocky Mountain Federation News November 2007 

 
Tri-Federation Rockhound 

Rendezvous - Reprise 
By Richard Pankey, Inter – Regional Field Trips 

 

 
picture of pink agate limb cast from Texas Springs 

 
The Northwest, Rocky Mountain and California 
Federations will host a Rockhound Rendezvous to 
Texas Springs, NV over Memorial Day Weekend, 
2008 and all AFMS members are invited to attend.  
 
We had such a great time in 2003 we decided to do 
it again. The date is set – May 21 to 26, 2008. The 
place is picked – the Texas Springs area for 
spectacular pink agate limb casts, as well as, other 
agate and petrified wood.  
 
Late spring is a beautiful time of year to be in 
northern Nevada’s high desert. The days are warm 
and the evenings are cool. We will collect at 4 to 6 
different sites: pink limb casts, small limb casts and 
bogwood, snakeskin agate, jasp/agate limb casts, 
geodes, and more. Our Rendezvous will include 
daily collecting trips, potluck dinners, daily Happy 
Hours, evening campfires, and tailgate displays. 
 
This area has been popular with rockhounds for 
many years, and prized material can still be found 
for those who are willing to dig for it. Many were 
successful! In 2003 we had over 200 rockhounds 
from 14 western states representing 55 clubs of the 
three federations. 
 
Come join us for a great Tri-Federation 
Rendezvous of collecting, fun and fellowship. 
 

Pictures from the MSA’s October 20 th field 
trip, courtesy of Betty Deming. 
 
 
   

 
   
At the quartz location 

 
 
The calcite location  

 


