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IMPORTANT: WE VOTED AT THE LAST 

MEETING TO FOREGO THE TRADITION OF 
HAVING FEBRUARY’S MEETING ON THE 

THIRD FRIDAY! FEBRUARY’S MEETING WILL 
BE ON THE SECOND FRIDAY OF THE MONTH 

THIS YEAR. HOPE ALL MEMBERS CAN 
ATTEND! 

NEXT MEETING: 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 TH, 2010  

AT 7:00 PM 
 

MEETING TOPIC & SPEAKER 
 

INTERNET TOOLS FOR FIELD MINERAL 
COLLECTORS 

NYAL NIEMUTH, CHIEF MINING ENGINEER, 
ARIZONA DEPT. MINES AND MINERAL 

RESOURCES   
 

Nyal Niemuth will provide a demonstration of a variety 
of internet sites with mineral information and other 
internet sites with tools for mapping them. This will 
hopefully enable everyone to use them to plan trips 
and make maps to interesting mineral locations. All 
will be provided with URLs and descriptions of the 
sites for their use. Should be a very interesting topic 
and one of my favorite topics - Maps. We will also 
learn about Sources of Published Reports on mines; 
Ultimate “Place to Go” for information about minerals 
or localities…Land and Mineral Ownership: Is it legal 
to collect there? All members should attend what 
promises to be a very informative meeting.  

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

First, let’s thank all those who took part in the 
booth we had at the Flagg Rock Show. It was a 
great hit even though you could see the effects of 
the economy. Again, THANKS! to all who worked 
the show and to those who donated rock for the 
spinning wheel. Thanks again, Roger.  

******************************************************** 

I knew a cowboy who was justifiable proud of his 
abundance of curly black hair, and wore it 
frontier-style. One day, when I was in the barer 
shop getting a haircut, the cowboy came in and 
sat down in the next chair. "I bet if I cut off tho se 
sideburns, no one would recognize you," teased 
the barber. "Could be," mused the cowboy. Then 
he added quickly, "And I bet nobody would 
recognize you either."  

(reprint from Arizona Highways) 

 

FROM THE TREASURER: DUES WERE PAYABLE 
BY DEC. 31ST. THEY ARE NOW TWO MONTHS 

OVERDUE. THIS WILL BE YOUR LAST 
NEWSLETTER IF THEY HAVEN'T BEEN PAID 
BEFORE THE MARCH NEWSLETTER COMES 

OUT!!  
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By Raymond Grant 

 
Bill Gardner has been working at the Purple 
Passion mine northeast of Wickenburg for many 
years. At first, the locality was called the Great 
Southern mine. I have a sample of wulfenite from 
Dave Shannon collected there in 1979 with a 
Great Southern mine label. Later, it was 
determined that the Great Southern was a 
different mine a short distance away. This 
locality was determined to be the Diamond Joe 
mine. In 1995 a group of collectors claimed the 
mine and renamed it the Purple Passion 
because of the purple fluorite found there. 
 
Over the years it produced some interesting 
wulfenite specimens. There were the normal 
yellow to orange tabular crystals. But more 
unusual were the acicular crystals. These were 
thin needles up to 5 mm long. Some were almost 
fibrous in nature. There were also tabular 
crystals with needles to fuzzy crystals growing 
on the larger crystal faces.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Other minerals found at the Purple Passion 
mine include: anglesite, aragonite, barite, 
calcite, cerussite, chlorargyrite, galena, 
quartz, silver, smithsonite, and willemite. A 
detailed description can be found in the 
Mineralogical Record volume 31, number 4, 
pages 323 to 330. 
 
In the last few years, Bill has worked the 
mine for fluorescent minerals. You need to 
go to his website, 
www.purplepassionmine.com, and look at 
the photographs of the boulders that he has 
mined and the photographs of the mining 
activity. He recently shipped a 3,800 pound 
fluorescent boulder to China. The boulders 
contain calcite – fluoresces bright red, 
willemite – fluoresces green to yellow green, 
fluorite – fluoresces blue to violet, and 
aragonite – fluoresces light blue to white.  
The willemite and aragonite also 
phosphoresce. What I think is really great is 
the quality of the photographs. For each 
boulder there are several photographs in 
white light and several under UV light. Bill 
has really captured the fluorescence in his 
photographs.  
 
You may have seen the 400 pound 
fluorescent boulder that Bill brought to the 
Flagg Show this year, if not, he plans to bring 
a larger one to the Tucson Show that you 
can see. Bill also designs and manufactures 
fluorescent lights, so if you need a 
fluorescent boulder or light contact Bill 
through his web site. 
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STATE PARKS TO CLOSE  

 
I recently read a couple articles about Lost Dutchman 
State Park, which drew in almost 100,000 paying 
visitors last year, possibly being annexed into Apache 
Junction. Although it has operated as a state park 
since the 70s, the BLM actually owns the land, so 
any transfer of land has to go through BLM. 
Apparently the idea is still early in the process, and 
talks are being held between the city & state. Apache 
Junction wants to operate the park; the $4.1 million 
the park pumped into their local economy in 2009 is a 
big incentive. The park has a tremendous economic 
impact on the city, and some believe if the park were 
to close it would fall victim to vandals.  
 
The Arizona State Parks Board recently voted to 
close 13 parks beginning in late February due to 
budget reductions with Lost Dutchman considered for 
closure for early June. It is a shame. The first parks 
to close in February will be Homolovi Ruins in 
Winslow, Lyman Lake State Park in St. Johns & 
Riordan Mansion State Historic Park in Flagstaff 
 
In late March, Fort Verde State Historic Park in Camp 
Verde, Safford’s Roper Lake State Park, Tombstone 
Courthouse State Historic Park, Yuma Territorial 
Prison State Historic Park and Tubac Presidio State 
Historic Park. 
 
Early June is when the final closings will occur at 
Tonto Natural Bridge State Park up by Payson, 
Alamo Lake State Park in Wenden, Picacho Peak 
State Park and Sedona’s Red Rock State Park; we’ll 
see what happens to Lost Dutchman by then.   
 
There are 9 parks that will stay open: Buckskin 
Mountain State Park in Parker, Catalina State Park 
near Tucson, Cattail Cove State Park in Lake Havasu 
City, Cottonwood’s Dead Horse Ranch State Park, 
Fool Hollow Lake Recreation Area in Show Low, 
Kartchner Caverns State Park in Benson, Lake 
Havasu State Park, Patagonia Lake State Park and 
Slide Rock State Park in Sedona. 
 
~Heather~ 

 
 

Friends of Saddle Mountain ,  
located in Tonopah, AZ,  

cordially invites you to a Public Land Day. 
 

We are trying to get as many different types 
of groups to come to promote this very 
special place. Saddle Mountain has often 
been the destination of rockhounds for it's 
fire agate and it's chalcedony.  
 
It is our hope that the Mineralogical Society 
might have a speaker or several members 
that could come out to the Mountain on our 
Public Land Day April 10, 2010  and talk 
rocks and geology to the public and just have 
a fun day. We are contacting other 
organizations, such as Fish & Game, BLM, 
Audubon, Sierra Club, Wilderness Society 
among others, so that we can show the 
public what a diverse place Saddle Mountain 
is.  
 
We would be honored if you could attend. 
Looking forward to your reply thank you for 
your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carol Millette, Secretary 
Friends of Saddle Mountain (FoSM) 
3708 N. 339th Ave. 
Tonopah, AZ 85354 
fosmaz@wildblue.net 
 
Web site is http://www.fosmaz.org/  
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SATURDAY FEBRUARY 27 TH  
SPONSORED BY 

MINGUS GEM & MINERAL CLUB  
 
Due to a scheduling conflict, the previously 
planned trip to Lynx Creek had to be changed 
and because of the bad weather, a few other 
backup sites are not accessible or "iffy" at this 
time, so the decision has been made to have 
the coalition trip to the Cottonwood Slag heap.  
Some of you may have been there before, but it 
will soon be gone. Many beautiful cabochons 
have been made from the "slagatite", which 
contains traces of precious metals leftover from 
the copper smelting processes.  
 
The big black mountain is easy to see behind 
the Verde Valley Fairgrounds. Turn right on 
12th St. off 89A in Cottonwood. Turn left on 
Aspen, turn left at the VFW sign at 705 E. 
Aspen, and proceed through the gates to the 
bottom of the heap. There's plenty of parking.  
 
We will meet at 10am. Be sure to bring good 
gloves because of sharp and jagged pieces.  
If you have any questions, contact Sue Valek, 
President of the Mingus Gem & Mineral Club  
email queen3bbas@aim.com or  
phone 928-634-7452 
 
 

 
MSA FEBRUARY FIELD TRIP  

 
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 27 TH  

 
TORTILLA FLATS  

 
Other clubs are welcome to come & I encourage 
visitors to join us on our upcoming field trip to Tortilla 
Flats. I have visited this location several times in the 
last five years or so and continue to enjoy the 
geology and rockhounding area.  
 
The trip will be on Feb. 27th, so as to not conflict with 
the Tucson & Apache Junction shows & the Family 
Day at the Museum.  
 
The site has some geodes, banded rhyolite, common 
opal and crystal clusters. I do a short hike into a small 
canyon near Tortilla and anyone interested can follow 
me into that nice canyon site. Others can look along 
the road and the wash beside the road.  
 
We will meet in Mesa at 9am at the Mc Donald’s 
drive-in at Greenfield and the 60 Superstition 
freeway. Exit south to the McDonald’s on the east 
side of Greenfield just south of the freeway. Leaving 
there no later that 9:30 am going east on the freeway 
to Apache Junction exit for Route 88 old Apache 
Trail. We follow the Route 88 past Canyon Lake to 
Tortilla Flat for a quick stop and then to road ½ mile 
past Tortilla.  
 
Usual tools rock pick, small screwdriver, small shovel 
are all that is needed. Bring water, juice, & food for 
snacks as you prefer. There is food served at the 
cafe at Tortilla close by. See you at the meeting on 
Feb. 12th. My contact 
number is 480 636 1251 prior to field trip day or e 
mail epidote555@yahoo.com 
 
Ed Nichols 
YeOlde Rockhound 
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ROCK SHOWS 

 
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 

Now through FEBRUARY 28 TH 
QUARTZSITE. 

DESERT GARDENS INTERNATIONAL 
ROCK & GEM SHOW 

P. O. BOX 2818, QUARTZSITE, AZ 85346 
1155 KUEHN STREET  

¼ MILE EAST OF EXIT 17 
HOURS: 9-6 

ADMISSION AND PARKING: FREE 
DEALERS CONTACT:  

SANDI MCALLISTER 928-927-6361 
WEBSITE: 

WWW.DESERTGARDENSRVPARK.NET 
E-MAIL: DGGEMSHOW@UREACH.COM 

 
   

JANUARY 29 – FEBRUARY 7, 2010  
QUARTZSITE 

TYSON WELLS ARTS AND 
CRAFTS FAIR 

P. O. BOX 60, QUARTZSITE, AZ 85346, 
928-927-6364, W. CORNER I -10 

FREEWAY & HIGHWAY 95,  
WEBSITE: 

WWW.TYSONWELLS.COM 
ADMISSION AND PARKING: FREE 

 
 
 
 

DON’T MISS IT!!! 

3RD SATURDAY IN 
FEBRUARY   
02/20/2010 

 
FAMILY DAY OF FUN! 

FREE EVENTS 
FREE ADMISSION  & 

PARKING 
  

CO-SPONSORED BY  
THE MUSEUM AND  
AZ PROSPECTORS 

ASSOCIATION &  
THE MARICOPA LAPIDARY 

SOCIETY 
MLS SPONSORS SELECT 

DEALERS! 
 

WHERE: 
 AZ MINING & MINERAL 

MUSEUM  
1502 W. WASHINGTON ST. 

PHOENIX  
602-771-1611 

WWW.MINES.AZ.GOV 
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FEBRUARY 11-14, 2010  

TUCSON 
TUCSON GEM AND MINERAL SHOW™  

 TUCSON CONVENTION CENTER 
 260 S. CHURCH ST.,TUCSON, AZ 85701 

WEBSITE: WWW.TGMS.ORG 
E-MAIL: TGMS@TGMS.ORG 

SPONSORED BY: TUCSON GEM AND 
MINERAL SOCIETY, INC. 

HOURS: THURS. - SAT. 10-6, SUN. 10-5 
ADMISSION: $9.25,  

14 & UNDER FREE WITH PAYING ADULT  
PARKING: FEE $5.00 

DEALERS CONTACT: SHOW 
CHAIRPERSON, P. O. BOX 42588, 
TUCSON, AZ 85733, 520-322-5773 

 
FEBRUARY 12-14, 2010  

WICKENBURG 
GOLD RUSH DAYS, ANNUAL GEM & 

MINERAL SHOW SALE 
 WICKENBURG COMMUNITYCENTER 

 160 N. VALENTINE, WICKENBURG, AZ 
WEBSITE: 

WWW.WICKENBURGCHAMBER.COM 
HOURS: FRI., SAT. 9-5, SUN. 10-4 
ADMISSION AND PARKING: FREE 

DEALERS CONTACT: CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE,800-942-5242 

 
The AZ Mining & Mineral Museum (AZMMMR) 

maintains a list of Arizona club shows on their 
website: 

http://mines.az.gov/General/museum.html  

 

 
FEBRUARY 20-21, 2010  

MESA 
2010 ROCKS AGAIN 

SKYLINE HIGH SCHOOL 
 845 S. CRISMON RD, MESA, AZ 85208 

WEBSITE: 
WWW.APACHEJUNCTIONROCKCLUB.ORG 

SPONSORED BY: APACHE 
JUNCTION ROCK & GEM 

CLUB, INC., 
HOURS: SAT. 9-5, SUN. 10-4 

ADMISSION: $3.00, SENIOR $3.00, 
STUDENTS $1.00 

WITH STUDENT ID, CHILDREN 
UNDER 12 FREE 
PARKING: FREE 

SHOW CHAIRPERSON: JOHN FRARY 
DEALER CHAIRPERSON: SHARON 

SZYMANSKI 

FEBRUARY, 2010, TBA 
 QUEEN VALLEY 

QUEEN VALLEY RV RESORT  
WOOD CARVERS & ROCKHOUNDERS 
QUEEN VALLEY RV RESORT ACTIVITY 

CENTER 
50 W. ORO VIEJO DR., QUEEN VALLEY, AZ 

85218 PHONE: 520-463-1885 
 

UPCOMING: The Mingus Gem & Mineral Club, 
Inc. Show Committee is busy planning their 

35th annual show 
March 12-14, 2010 at the Verde Valley 

Fairgrounds. 
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A very special thank you to our dedicated 
members who worked our booth at the 
recent Flagg Show. Ed Nichols and Bob 
Holm were there all weekend & ran the 

booth. Roger Deming, Dave Lay, Dennis 
Long, Lynne & Terry Dyer, Joanne 

Hesterman, Betty Deming, Shirley Fiske, 
Steve Pegler, Debbie Weber, Mike 

Williams, Leo Langland & Lois 
Splendoria... 

A MILLION THANKS TO YOU ALL! 

 

 
SAY HELLO TO OUR NEW MEMBERS!  

THOMAS & SUZANNE PARISH 
SAN TAN VALLEY, AZ 

 

MSA CONTACT INFO:  
 

President: 
Roger Deming 

Rogersweeps@yahoo.com 
(480) 633-0731 

 
Vice President  

& Field Trip Coordinator  
(Club Trips):  
Ed Nichols  

epidote555@yahoo.com 
(480) 636-1251 

 
Treasurer and Coalition Field 

Trip Coordinator: Betty Deming 
(602) 242-1553 

bd_mac2003@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary:  Lois Splendoria 
chimes30@q.com 

  602-571-4577 
 

Newsletter Editor:  
Heather Hill-Oliverson 
sagegirl777@juno.com 

 
Mineral Curator:  

Bob Holm  
(623) 979-5246 

 
Librarian/Door Prizes/Hospitality: 

Bob Holm (623) 247-1325 
 

Refreshments: Lynne Dyer 
(480) 396-2393 

 
MSA BOARD OF 
GOVERNORS: 

LYNNE DYER, TERRY DYER 
BOB HOLM, DAVE LAY 

 

THIS WILL BE YOUR LAST NEWSLETTER IF 
DUES AREN'T PAID SHORTLY AFTER 
RECIEVING THIS NOTICE. THEY WERE DUE BY 
DEC. 31st & WE HAVE GIVEN YOU AN EXTRA 
MONTH. PLEASE PAY NOW TO STAY ON THE 
EMAIL OR MAILING LIST. 

Thank you, 
Betty L. Deming 

2922 W. Claremont St.  
Phoenix, AZ 85017   

 



 

  

HEATHER HILL 
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF ARIZONA 
1502 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
www.mineralogicalsocietyarizona.org  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exchange Editors:  Please send all newsletters to 
the return address listed above. 

 
 

Mineralogical Society of Arizona 
Founded 1935 

A Non Profit Organization  
Purpose:  To promote popular interest in the various 
Earth Sciences, and particularly the fields of 
Geology, Lapidary, Mineralogy, and related subjects.  
 
ID badges are available from the Treasurer. 
 
Meetings:  7:00 p.m. at the Arizona Mining and 
Mineral Museum, 1502 W. Washington, Phoenix, AZ 
- on the second Friday of the month, September 
through June (except February, which is the third 
Friday). 
 
Dues:  Adults – Single Adults $12.00, Juniors (18 
yrs. and under) -$2.50, Families & Couples - $20.00. 
 
Mail dues to Betty Deming at  
2922 W. Claremont, Phoenix, AZ 85017 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mineralogical Society of Arizona is a 
member of the American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies and the Rocky 
Mountain Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies. 

 

 
 

 
 www.amfed.org         www.rmfms.org  
 
Newsletter:  Reprinting permission granted 
with proper credit given.  Unless otherwise 
noted, articles are written by the Editor. 
 

 


