
   
 

��������	
�������
� ��������������������������������������������������� �

��������� 
 �

 

 
 

NEXT MEETING: 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 8 TH, 2010  

AT 7:00 PM 
 

MEETING TOPIC & SPEAKER 
 

OUR SPEAKER WILL BE CHARLIE CONNELL 
 

A presentation will be conducted on stamp mills 
by Charlie Connell. He is Chairman of the Friends 
of the Arizona Mining & Mineral Museum and has 
over 15 years of stamp mill restoration 
experience.  
 
The presentation will focus on the Swallow Mine, 
located 17 miles north of Wickenburg, that was a 
gold producing venture operated from 1898 
through the mid-thirties. They used a 10-stamp 
mill to crush the ore that contained free-milling 
gold and copper. That mill has been restored 
back to working condition at the Museum. The 
restoration process took about 7 years to 
complete. The mill is run today on gold bearing 
ore from the Bumblebee area as well as ore from 
the Swallow Mine.  
 
The presentation will include general discussions 
of stamp mill operation, a demonstration of a 
model stamp mill, highlights from the restoration 
of the mill and also a short video of the mill in 
operation.   
 

 

 
CLUB OFFICERS  

FOR 2010: 

For those of you who did not attend the Holiday 
Party, here is the list of officers for 2010: 

Roger Deming - President;  

Ed Nichols - Vice President;  

Betty Deming - Treasurer;  

Lois Splendoria - Secretary; 

 Board of Governors - Lynne and Terry Dyer, Bob 
Holm, and Dave Lay 

Please read a special message from our new 
President on Page 3…. 

 

IMPORTANT: 
PLEASE SEE PAGE 7 – WE ARE IN 

SERIOUS NEED OF MORE 
VOLUNTEERS TO WORK THE FLAGG 
SHOW! THIS IS OUR BIG SHOW AND 
OUR SUCCESS DEPENDS ON YOU! 
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By Raymond Grant 

 
Years ago, before the first Arizona Mineral 
Collector was written, I did a column for this 
newsletter called the "Search for the Mystical 
Crystal Room". In it I described reports about 
fabulous crystal pockets reported from Arizona. 
Here are a couple of old ones and a few that I 
have heard of since then. I never kept those old 
newsletters and if anyone knows of a set 
anywhere, I would like to know about them. 
 
One of the pockets was down a shaft at the 
Rowley mine, and was filled with wulfenite. Later 
someone repelled down the shaft and reported 
no giant pocket of wulfenite. The Red Cloud was 
supposed to have a large wulfenite pocket   in an 
area that was not accessible. 
 
There were two stories of pockets that were 
found but access due to cave-ins was not 
possible. At the Hilltop mine a large wulfenite 
pocket was found, but before the collector got 
back on the next trip the tunnel had collapsed. 

 
 
 
 
 
There are tunnels in the Hilltop that are 
impassable. At the 79 mine the pocket was 
found and tools left as it was evening. On the 
return the next day the whole stope had 
fallen burying the pocket and tools. So far it 
has not been dug out. 
 
A United States Geological Survey report 
describes a vanadinite pocket at the Table 
Mountain mine that is "60 feet" long. I have 
been to the mine and of course the tunnels 
are all caved. I did hear a story that in the 
past (way past) an old prospector would 
appear with vanadinite crystals from the 
Table Mountain mine, but I have never seen 
one in a collection. 
 
Recently I saw a report of a "crystal cave" 
(large pocket) lined with fluorite crystals with 
some cerussite and gypsum. The report was 
not very specific and friends have gone 
looking without any luck. 
 
A giant amethyst tube on Four Peaks was 
described to me a few years ago. It is 
supposedly located somewhere on the 
Peaks above the amethyst mine. It is several 
feet across (from my memory of the 
description) and the bottom could not be 
seen. It was lined with amethyst crystals and 
others had found it as the crystals were all 
removed from the top as far as you could 
reach. 
 
Which of these stories are true and which 
are dreams, I do not know.  But keep 
looking, there may be some unfound 
treasures in the hills. 
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AND NOW, A WORD FROM OUR NEW 
PRESIDENT, MR. ROGER DEMING… 

 
Hello everyone, Sometimes we can learn a great deal 
from the world around us. This is something I would 
like to share with you all.  
 
LESSON FROM THE GEESE: 
 
As each bird flaps its wings, it creates an "UPLIFT" 
for the bird following. By flying in a "V" formation the 
whole flock adds 71% more flying range than if each 
bird flew alone.  
 
LESSON: PEOPLE WHO SHARE A COMMON 
DIRECTION AND SENSE OF COMMUNITY CAN 
GET WHERE THEY ARE GOING EASIER AND 
MORE QUICKLY WHEN THEY ARE TRAVELING 
ON THE THRUST OF ONE ANOTHER. 
 
Whenever a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly 
feels the drag and resistance of trying to fly alone, 
and quickly gets back in formation to take advantage 
of the "LIFTING POWER” of the bird immediately in 
front. 
 
LESSON: IF WE HAVE AS MUCH SENSE AS A 
GOOSE, WE WILL STAY IN FORMATION WITH 
THOSE WHO ARE HEADED WHERE WE WANT TO 
GO.  
 
When the lead goose gets tired, it rotates back into 
the formation and another goose flies at the point 
position. 
 
LESSON: IT PAYS TO TAKE TURNS DOING THE 
HARD TASKS AND SHARING LEADERSHIP 
INTERDEPENDENT WITH EACH OTHER. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Geese in formation honk from behind to 
encourage those up front to keep up their speed. 
 
LESSON: WE NEED TO MAKE SURE OUR 
HONKING FROM BEHIND IS ENCOURAGING, 
NOT SOMETHING LESS HELPFUL. 
 
When a goose gets sick or wounded or shot 
down, two geese drop out of formation and follow 
him down to help protect him. They stay with him 
until he is either able to fly again or dies. Then 
they launch out on their own with another 
formation or to catch up with their flock. 
 
LESSON: IF WE HAVE AS MUCH SENSE AS 
THE GEESE, WE'LL STAND BY EACH OTHER 
LIKE THAT! 
 
Pretty good "GOOSE SENSE", wouldn't you 
say!?  
I count it a real privilege to be in formation with 
you.  
 
TOGETHER WE CAN DO WHAT I CANNOT DO 
BY MYSELF! 
 
The "Encouraging honks" of your notes the 
support and assurances, all keep this "OLD" 
Goose flapping away and loving it! And my joy is 
to represent you as we stand by those who are 
sick, wounded, or shot down, and offer care, 
strength, encouragement, a shoulder to cry on 
and HOPE IN THE MIDST OF SOME 
UNBELIEVABLE TRYING TIMES. 
 
Hope you all enjoyed this. I look forward to 
working with you during the coming year.  
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I LOVE, LOVE, LOVE STORIES ABOUT 
PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE. THESE ARE THE 
THINGS THAT MAKE US FEEL GOOD ABOUT 
LIFE IN GENERAL AND RESTORE FAITH IN 
HUMANITY. IT IS EVEN NICER TO KNOW 
OUR CLUB IS FULL OF GOOD FOLKS. I 
RECENTLY RECEIVED A LETTER FROM MSA 
MEMBERS, SARAH & RUDY PAVLIK, WHO 
ASKED ME TO INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN 
THIS NEWSLETTER: 

 
“As you might know, on our way to our 
Membership meeting, Sarah got two FLAT 
TIRES. 
 
We were only 2 blocks from the Museum, so we 
pulled into the parking lot.  
 
Only one spare tire comes with the car. We are 
very grateful to all the members who volunteered 
to help. We would like to thank the 2 strong men 
who changed our tire.  
 
Not having another spare, we had to leave the 
car in the parking lot overnight.  
 
Thanks to Debra Long, she took us home. We 
thank her for her kindness. 
 
The next day, we did take care of the situation. 
Everything is OK now.  
 
Thanks again for everyone’s help. 
 
Sarah & Rudy Pavlik” 
      
 

 
 

Friends of Saddle Mountain ,  
located in Tonopah, AZ,  

cordially invites you to a Public Land Day. 
 

We are trying to get as many different types 
of groups to come to promote this very 
special place. Saddle Mountain has often 
been the destination of rockhounds for it's 
fire agate and it's chalcedony.  
 
It is our hope that the Mineralogical Society 
might have a speaker or several members 
that could come out to the Mountain on our 
Public Land Day April 10, 2010  and talk 
rocks and geology to the public and just have 
a fun day. We are contacting other 
organizations, such as Fish & Game, BLM, 
Audubon, Sierra Club, Wilderness Society 
among others, so that we can show the 
public what a diverse place Saddle Mountain 
is.  
 
We would be honored if you could attend. 
Looking forward to your reply thank you for 
your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carol Millette, Secretary 
Friends of Saddle Mountain (FoSM) 
3708 N. 339th Ave. 
Tonopah, AZ 85354 
fosmaz@wildblue.net 
 
Web site is http://www.fosmaz.org/ 
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ROWLEY MINE ROCK TRIP 
 
 

If you are interested in going please call 
Mark Larson of the Sun City 
Rockhound Club at 623-933-8736 for 
meeting time, day of trip etc.   

 
 

Our field trip last January was to the Rowley 
Mine and it will be the same this year.  
 
The Rowley Mine is a fee area to collect and 
the fee is fifteen dollars per person ($15.00.) 
Over the years, the tailings have produced 
hundreds of specimens of Wulfenite, 
Mimetite, Cerussite, Barite, Galena, 
Chrysocolla, and many other minerals.  
  
To get to the Mine, take I-10 west to Exit 112, 
Route 85, south to Gila Bend.  When leaving 
Gila Bend, go west on Interstate 8 towards 
San Diego about 12-13 miles to exit 102, 
Painted Rock exit.  Go north following the 
black top road for about 12 miles to the 
entrance to Painted Rock State Park.  From 
that point, continue 1.6 miles toward Painted 
Rock Damn at which time, you will turn right 
on an ill defined road that takes you about a 
mile on a dirt trail to the Rowley Mine.  The 
road is rough, and in good shape.  A 
passenger car can make the trip with out 
much trouble.  Painted Rock State Park has 
restroom - outhouse type.   
 
 

 

 
 

MSA FIELD TRIP 
 
 

No field trip has been planned 
as yet for January. 

 
 
I would still like to get one set up 
for the regular 3rd weekend of 
the month. I would like also to 
get some suggestions if 
members have a preference for 
a site or two.  
 
Call my home phone or email at 
epidote555@yahoo.com 
 
Hope to get ready by next 
meeting and can notify persons 
attending at that time as well as 
confer with those who call.  

 
Thanks 

 
Ed Nichols 

YeOlde Rockhound  
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ROCK SHOWS 
 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 
JANUARY 1st - FEBRUARY 28th, 2010 

QUARTZSITE. 
DESERT GARDENS INTERNATIONAL 

ROCK & GEM SHOW 
P. O. Box 2818, Quartzsite, AZ 85346 

1155 Kuehn Street, ¼ mile east of exit 17 
Hours: 9-6 

Admission and parking: Free 
Dealers Contact: Sandi McAllister 

928-927-6361 
Website: www.desertgardensrvpark.net 

E-mail: dggemshow@ureach.com 
 

  
 

JANUARY 15-17, 2010  
GLOBE 

53RD ANNUAL GILA COUNTY  
GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY SHOW  
Gila County Fair Building, Hwy. 60,  

3 miles north of Jct. U.S. 60-70 
Show site phone: 928-425-5924 

Sponsored by: Gila County  
Gem & Mineral Society 

P.O. Box 487, Miami, AZ 85539 
Hours: Fri., Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4 

Admission: $2.00 donation, children free 
Parking: Free 

Show Chairman: Val Latham 602-466-3060, 
val65@cox.net 

 

 
 

JANUARY 1-10, 2010 QUARTZSITE 
TYSON WELLS, ROCK & GEM SHOW 

Tyson Wells Showgrounds 
100 W. Kuehn St. 

SW Corner I -10 Freeway & Hwy 95 
P. O. Box 60, Quartzsite, AZ 85346 

928-927-6364, 
Website: www.tysonwells.com 

E-mail: tysonwells@tds.net 
Admission and parking: Free 

DON’T MISS IT!!! 

 
Hours: 9 am – 5 pm 
Admission: FREE 

Parking: FREE 
 

Mesa Community College 
1833 W. Southern Ave. 

West Parking Lot 
NE Corner of Dobson Road and  
the US 60 Superstition Freeway 

 
Free activities for kids 

Free mineral samples for  
children and teachers  

Local Mineral & Lapidary Club booths 
Food 

Over 80 dealers selling minerals, 
fossils, jewelry, beads  

and much more. 
Minerals, Fossils, Gems,  

and Lapidary Material for Sale 
Special Exhibits 

The Peralta Stones 
 

Part public service, this show lets all the 
clubs set up and find new members, 

provides educational activities for kids, 
raises funds, and promotes the Arizona 

Mining and Mineral Museum. 
 

Website: www.flagshow.info  
Show Chairperson: Ray Grant  

480-814-9086 
raycyn@cox.net  

Dealers Contact: Darrel Dodd 
 480-575-5214 

spinningarrow@cox.net  
 

Sponsored by the Arizona Mineral and 
Mining Museum Foundation  
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AS YOU CAN SEE, WE NEED VOLUNTEERS FOR THE FLAGG SH OW! IF YOU CAN FILL 
ONE OF THESE SLOTS, PLEASE CONTACT LOIS SPLENDORIA A.S.A.P. 602-571-4577 

 
2010 Flagg Show Signup Sheet for MSA Booth 

 
Friday, Jan. 8, 2010 
 

9 - 11 A.M. 11 A.M. - 1 P.M. 1 - 3 P.M. 3 - 5 P.M. 

  Dave Lay  

  Leo Langland  

    

 
Saturday, Jan. 9, 2010 
 

9 - 11 A.M. 11 A.M. - 1 P.M. 1 - 3 P.M. 3 - 5 P.M. 

Dennis Long Lynne Dyer Joanne Hesterman Garrett Torrey 

Roger Deming Terry Dyer   

    

 
Sunday, Jan.10, 2010 
 

9 - 11 A.M. 11 A.M. - 1 P.M. 1 - 3 P.M. 3 - 5 P.M. 

Roger Deming    
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General Meeting Minutes – December 11, 2009 

 
A brief business meeting was held after our annual Christmas Party potluck for the purpose of 

electing officers for the 2010 year.  Lois Splendor ia, the outgoing president, presented the Slate of 
Officers, as follows:   

 
Roger Deming – President 

Ed Nichols – Vice President 
Betty Deming – Treasurer 

Lois Splendoria – Secretary 
 

Board of Governors 
 

Lynne Dyer 
Terry Dyer 
Bob Holm 
Dave Lay 

 
It was moved and seconded that the Slate of Officer s and Board of Governors be accepted as 
presented, and the motion passed unanimously by all  of the members present at the meeting.   

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
Lois Splendoria 
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The White Mountain Gem and Mineral Club  
has a new website:  

www.whitemountain-azrockclub.org 
 

 
 

The next RMFMS convention is scheduled 
for April 23, 24 and 25, at Wichita, Kansas.   

The host society is the Wichita  
Gem and Mineral Society.   

More information will be coming  
as it becomes available. 

 

 

The AZ Mining & Mineral Museum 
(AZMMMR) maintains a list of Arizona 
club shows on their website: 
http://mines.az.gov/General/museum.html  

MSA CONTACT INFO:  
 

President: 
Roger Deming 

Rogersweeps@yahoo.com 
(480) 633-0731 

 
Vice President  

& Field Trip Coordinator  
(Club Trips):  
Ed Nichols  

epidote555@yahoo.com 
(480) 636-1251 

 
Treasurer and Coalition Field 

Trip Coordinator: Betty Deming 
(602) 242-1553 

bd_mac2003@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary:  Lois Splendoria 
chimes@extremezone.com 

602-571-4577 
 

Newsletter Editor:  
Heather Hill-Oliverson 
sagegirl777@juno.com 

 
Mineral Curator:  

Bob Holm  
(623) 247-1325 

 
Librarian/Door Prizes/Hospitality: 

Bob Holm (623) 247-1325 
 

Refreshments: Lynne Dyer 
(480) 396-2393 

 
MSA BOARD OF 
GOVERNORS: 

LYNNE DYER, TERRY DYER 
BOB HOLM, DAVE LAY 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE 
TREASURER: 

Dues are now over-due.  
Please mail to me or see me 

at the meeting. 
I will be emailing and/or 

calling members this 
month who haven't paid yet. 

Betty L. Deming 
2922 W. Claremont St.  

Phoenix, AZ 85017   
 



 

  

HEATHER HILL 
MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF ARIZONA 
1502 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
www.mineralogicalsocietyarizona.org  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exchange Editors:  Please send all newsletters to 
the return address listed above. 

 
 

Mineralogical Society of Arizona 
Founded 1935 

A Non Profit Organization  
Purpose:  To promote popular interest in the various 
Earth Sciences, and particularly the fields of 
Geology, Lapidary, Mineralogy, and related subjects.  
 
ID badges are available from the Treasurer. 
 
Meetings:  7:00 p.m. at the Arizona Mining and 
Mineral Museum, 1502 W. Washington, Phoenix, AZ 
- on the second Friday of the month, September 
through June (except February, which is the third 
Friday). 
 
Dues:  Adults – Single Adults $12.00, Juniors (18 
yrs. and under) -$2.50, Families & Couples - $20.00. 
 
Mail dues to Betty Deming at  
2922 W. Claremont, Phoenix, AZ 85017 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mineralogical Society of Arizona is a 
member of the American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies and the Rocky 
Mountain Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies. 

 

 
 

 
 www.amfed.org         www.rmfms.org  
 
Newsletter:  Reprinting permission granted 
with proper credit given.  Unless otherwise 
noted, articles are written by the Editor. 
 

 


